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A  STUDY  OF  THE  RIGHTER  FAMILY  OF  ROXBOROUGH  TOWNSHIP 

IN  THE  18TH  CENTURY. 

Among  the  very  early  settlers  in  Roxborough  Township  was 
a  certain  Peter  Righter.  There  is  a  tradition  that  he  came  from 
Germany  in  1694  or  somewhat  later  as  a  member  of  the  group  of 
Pietists,  who  settled  on  the  Ridge  above  the  Wissahickon  Creek, 
south  of  what  is  now  known  as  Hermit  Lane.  Since  there  is  no  list 
of  the  persons  who  originally  formed  this  group,  or  of  those  who 
joined  them  between  1694  and  1708,  when  the  community  began  to 
break  up,  there  is  no  proof  of  whether  a  Peter  Righter  was  or  was 
not  a  member.  Julius  F.Sachse  in  his  “German  Pietists  in  Provin- 
- ^oial  Pennsylvania"  (pp.  206-210)  accepts  this  tradition,  and  states 
1  that  it  was  from  Phoebe  Righter,  widow  of  Daniel  Righter,  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Peter,  that  proof  was  obtained  of  the  former  tenure  of  her 
~  J  land  by  the  "Mystic  Brotherhood".  The  Pietist  Community  did  not 
o  own  the  land  on  which  it  established  itself.  The  Righters  acquired 
•  the  land  years  after  the  Community  was  scattered.  The  leaders  of 
C/J  the  Pietists  were  men  of  University  education,  and  considerable 
learning.  If  Peter  Righter  was  one  of  them,  he  was  an  unlearned 

follower,  for  he  could  not  write  his  name.  The  tradition  is  fur- 
v 

ther,  that  Peter  Righter  left  the  group  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Pennsylvania,  married  and  raised  a  family.  There  is  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  find  no  record  of  the  arrival  of  Peter  Righter 
in  America. 

Peter  Righter  was  certainly  of  German  origin.  While  he  could 
not  write  his  name,  his  son,  Bartholomew,  could,  and  signed  his 
will  in  German  script,  "Barthol  Reiter".  J.  F.  Sachse  in  his  work 
on  the  German  Pietists  gives  Richter  as  the  German  spelling,  but 
I  found  no  authority  for  that.  The  spelling  Righter  represents 
quite  accurately  the  sound  of  the  German  Reiter,  as  does  also  the 
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other  common  spelling  Riter. 

The  first  record  of  Peter  Righter  was  the  deed  relating  his 
purchase,  at  sheriff's  sale,  September  11,  1725,  of  80  acres  of 
land  that  had  belonged  to  Matthew  Holgate.  This  tract  extended 
across  Roxborough  Township  from  the  Schuylkill  River  to  the  Wissa- 
hickon  Creek,  53  perches  along  the  Creek,  40  perches  along  the 
River,  south  of  the  line  of  the  present  Hermit  Lane.  Sheriff  Owen 
Roberts  died  before  the  actual  conveyance  of  this  land  to  Peter 
Righter  was  completed,  but  Peter  seems  to  have  taken  possession  at 
that  time.  January  23,  1728,  he  sold  3  acres,  a  corner  of  this 
land,  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  from  Philadelphia  to  Plymouth, 
now  Ridge  Road,  and  at  the  northern  end  of  the  tract,  to  his  son 
Bartholomew.  It  was  not  until  December  6  of  that  year  that  Sheriff 
Owen  Owen,  successor  to  Owen  Roberts,  on  completion  of  payment  of 
the  price  of  22  pounds  by  Peter,  executed  the  deed  to  convey  the 
land  to  him.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  ADB  142,  p.  485)  By  this  time 
Peter  was  married  and  his  family  was  growing  up  about  him  on  his 
farm.  I  have  not  found  any  records  of  his  marriage,  of  the  name 
of  his  wife,  or  the  baptism  of  his  children.  If  he  adhered  to  any 
church  after  the  break-up  of  the  Pietist  group,  or  his  departure 
from  it,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  what  church  it  was. 

Yeoman  Peter  Righter  lived  on  his  farm  in  lower  Roxborough 
Township  for  16  years  longer.  When  John  Hyatt  prepared  his  list 
of  landholders  in  Philadelphia  County  for  Thomas  Penn,  Proprietor, 
in  1734,  the  returns  for  Roxborough  Township  included Peter  Righter, 
80  acres,  Bartel  Righter  M (in  corne)"  3  acres.  (Publications  of  the 
Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  hereafter  cited  as  GSP,  vol. 
1,  p.  181)  With  the  sale  of  3  acres  to  Bartholomew  (Bartel)  the 
acreage  for  Peter  should  be  77.  October  27,  1741  Peter  Righter 
sold  his  77  acres  of  land  for  60  pounds  to  his  third  son  Michael. 
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(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H9,  p.  367,  the  sale  of  the  3  acres  previously 
to  Bartholomew  is  recited  here)  Perhaps  Peter  was  now  too  old  to 
manage  a  farm,  and  lived  out  the  few  years  left  to  him  with  his  son. 
No  wife  is  named  in  association  with  Peter  in  this  sale  of  land, 
so  it  may  be  concluded  that  she  had  died  before  this  date. 

August  4,  1744,  letters  of  administration  were  granted  to 
Bartholomew  Righter  "on  the  estate  late  of  Peter  Reighter,  dec!dH . 

No  account  or  inventory  of  this  estate  is  on  file.  (Phila.  Co. 

Adm.  Bk.  E,  p.  36,  1744,  No.  65)  The  place  of  his  burial  has  not 
been  found.  He  may  have  been  buried  on  his  farm,  perhaps  near  the 
grave  of  Kelpius,  the  leader  of  the  Pietists.  The  Levering  family 
permitted  burials  in  their  family  plot  on  the  Levering  farm,  but 
there  is  no  marker  there  for  Peter.  In  this  date  for  the  death 
of  the  first  Peter  Righter,  my  account  differs  from  those  previous¬ 
ly  made  of  him.  J.  F.  Sachse  in  his  history  of  German  Pietists, 
and  Joseph  S.  Miles  in  his  "A  Historical  Sketch  of  Roxborough, 
Manayunk  and  Wissahickon"  (1940)  have  identified  Peter  Righter, 
the  farmer  and  member  of  the  Pietist  group,  with  Peter  Righter,  the 
ferryman,  who  died  in  1776.  Even  before  I  found  the  record  of  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  estate  of  Peter  Righter  in  1744,  it  seemed  im¬ 
probable  that  Peter  who  immigrated  as  a  mature  man  with  the  Pietist 
group  in  1694  or  shortly  after,  should  embark  on  a  strenuous  occu¬ 
pation  like  that  of  ferryman  when  he  must  have  been  close  to  60 
years  of  age,  or  should  live  to  1776.  In  his  history  of  the  Pietists 
Sachse  gives  biographical  data  on  the  few  members  of  the  group  who 
are  known  by  name.  These  include:  Johann  Jacob  Zimmermann,  who  died 
1694,  at  age  50,  Johannes  Kelpius,  who  died  1708,  at  age  35,  Justus 
Falkner,  who  died  1723,  at  age  51,  Johan  Gottfried  Seelig,  who 
died  1745,  at  age  77,  Henrich  Bernhard  Kbster,  who  died  1749,  at 
age  87,  Conrad  Matthai,  who  died  1748  (date  of  birth  not  given) 
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Daniel  Falkner,  who  died  1741  at  age  75,  and  Christopher  Witt,  who 
died  1765  at  age  90.  (J.  F.  Sachse,  op.  cit.,  passim)  Four  of  the 

eight  for  whom  data  are  given  died  in  the  1740s,  and  only  one  lived 
after  that  decade.  If  Peter  Righter  was  one  of  the  Pietists,  he 
would  be  expected  to  have  completed  a  normal  span  of  life  by  1744. 
There  is  also  a  tradition  that  Peter,  the  ferryman,  and  Michael 
Righter  were  brothers.  Horatio  G.  Jones  in  the  "Historical  Sketch 
of  Roxborough",  which  he  added  as  Appendix  (Note  A)  to  his  "The 
Levering  Family",  published  in  1858,  stated  (p.  187)  "Peter 
Righter,  who  owned  'Righter's  Ferry',  on  the  Schuylkill,  built  a 
stone  house  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  above  the  Wissahiccon, 
and  his  brother  Michael  purchased  a  tract  to  the  west."  Elsewhere 
Jones  recorded  that  he  was  born  in  Peter  Righter1 s  house  at  the 
ferry,  which  his  father  had  acouired  by  marriage  to  Esther  Righter, 
granddaughter  of  the  ferryman.  I  have  therefore  concluded  that 
Peter  and  Michael  were  both  sons  of  the  Peter  Righrer,  who  died  in 
1744. 

As  this  is  a  study  of  the  Righter  family  in  the  18th  century 
and  in  some  respects  incomplete  even  for  that  period,  the  Chapin 
system  of  index  numbers  has  been  used  in  listing  the  members  of 
the  family.  This  system  makes  possible  any  number  of  additions, 
as  discovered. 

Children  of  1  Peter  Righter: 

1-1  Bartholomew  Righter 
1-2  Peter  Righter 
1-3  Michael  Righter 
1-4  George  Righter 

There  is  no  proof  that  this  list  is  complete.  Nor  is  there  proof 
that  they  are  placed  in  order  of  birth,  except  that  Michael  was  the 

third  son.  I  have  placed  Bartholomew  first  because  he  was  the 
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first  to  have  land  of  his  own,  and  was  appointed  administrator  of 
his  father1 s  estate.  There  is  no  proof  that  George  was  a  son  of 
Peter.  I  have  assumed  that  he  was  because  he  lived  in  Roxoorough 
Township,  used  the  spelling  Righter  as  did  the  others  in  the  Rox- 
borough  family,  and  acquired  land  about  the  time  a  youngest  son  of 
Peter  might  be  expected  to.  There  is,  at  least,  a  probability 
that  he  belonged  to  this  family. 

The  Family  of  Bartholomew  Righter. 

1-1  Bartholomew  Righter  seldom  used  his  full  first  name,  but  was 
more  generally  known  as  Bartle.  He  was  the  son  of  Peter  Righter, 
and  was  probably  bom  in  Roxborough  Township  shortly  after  1700. 

He  learned  the  trade  of  corawainer,  and  had  sufficient  education 
to  be  able  to  write  his  name  in  German  script.  January  2b,  1728 
he  purchased  from  his  father  3  acres  of  land  on  the  road  leading 
to  Holgate’s  Ford  on  the  Wissahickon  Creek,  now  Hermit’s  Lane,  a 
corner  of  his  father’s  80  acre  farm.  April  23,  1736,  he  and  his 
wiie  Elizabeth  sold  this  lot,  including  a  messuage,  which  he  had 
probably  built  on  it,  to  John  George  Gager  of  Roxborough  Township. 
(Both  these  transactions  are  recorded  in  Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  I  13, 
p.  118)  January  4,  1737,  he  purchased  250  acres  of  land  from  the 
Norris  estate.  This  tract  was  located  in  Upper  Roxborough  Town¬ 
ship,  on  both  sides  of  the  road  from  Plymouth  to  Philadelphia,  now 
Ridge  Road,  extending  north  from  approximately  the  present  Port 
Royal  Avenue  to  the  present  Manat awna  Avenue,  and  east  from  the 
present  Hagy’s  Mill  Road  to  the  Township  Line  Road.  He  built  his 
new  home  there,  and  lived  there  the  rest  of  his  short  life.  As 
in  the  case  of  his  father,  I  have  found  no  church  records  relat¬ 
ing  to  him,  his  wife,  and  children.  He  would  be  interested  in  a 
school  for  his  growing  family,  and  was  appointed  to  serve  as  trustee 
of  the  first  school  mentioned  in  Chestnut  Hill,  when  in  1745,  John 
Johnson  granted  a  lot  for  school  purposes  on  Paul’s  Mill  Road  (now 
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Wise*s  Mill  Road)  about  800  feet  west  of  the  Wissahickon  Creek, 
near  the  Roxborough  Township  line,  (John  J.  MacFarlane,  "History 
of  Early  Chestnut  Hill",  City  History  Society,  Phila.,  1937,  p.  72) 
In  August,  1744  he  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  father* s 
estate-  August  19,  1745,  "being  weak  in  body",  he  made  his  will, 
devising  his  plantation  and  personal  property  to  his  wife  Elizabeth 
for  her  use  for  life  or  until  she  remarried.  Should  she  remarry, 
her  share  was  to  be  50  pounds,  and  the  estate  was  to  be  held  in 
trust  until  the  children  came  of  age.  The  land  was  then  to  be 
divided  among  the  four  sons,  while  the  daughter  Elizabeth  was  to 
receive  100  pounds  on  reaching  age  18.  He  named  his  wife  executrix 
with  Daniel  Barindoll,  executor.  He  signed  his  name  to  this  will 
in  German  script  Barthol  Reiter.  (Phila.  Co.  Will  No.  30,  1745) 

The  will  was  probated  September  20,  1745.  It  is  not  known  where 
Bartle  was  buried. 

At  the  June,  1757  term  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Sheriff 
James  Coultas  was  ordered,  with  help  of  a  jury  of  12  men,  to  parti¬ 
tion  the  land  of  Bartle  Righter . among  his  four  sons.  The  partition 
was  approved  by  the  Court  September,  1757.  (Recited  in  several 
deeds  relating  to  this  land,  cited  hereafter.  I  did  not  find  the 
partition  deed  or  deeds.) 

1-1  Children  of  Bartholomew  and  Elizabeth  ( - )  Righter: 

1-1-1  John  Righter 
1-1-2  Jacob  Righter 
1-1-3  Peter  Righter 
1-1-4  Bartle  Righter 

1-1-5  Elizabeth  Righter.  I  have  found  no  records  about  her. 
These  children  are  named  in  the  order  as  listed  in  Bartholomew* s 
will,  which  may  not  be  the  order  of  birth. 

1-1-1  John  Righter,  son  of  Bartholomew  and  Elizabeth  Righter, 
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was  a  minor  when  his  father  died  in  1745.  He  received  enough 
education  to  be  able  to  write  as  indicated  by  his  signature  on 
deeds  and  will.  He  married  twice,  his  first  wife  being  Hannah 
Tunis,  whom  he  married  February  26,  1754.  (Marriage  Record  of 
Old  Swedes  Church  (Gloria  Dei),  1750-1810,  Pa.  Archives,  Second 
Series,  Vol.  8,  p.  497,  where  her  name  is  spelled  Tanes.)  She  was 

the  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Bathsheba  Tunis  of  Germantown  Township, 

■Ur- 

later  of  Lower  Merion  Township.  When  the  250  acres  of  his  father* s 
plantation  were  partitioned  among  the  four  sons,  John*s  portion 
was  a  40  acre  tract  with  messuage  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
road  to  Plymouth  or  Ridge  Road.  This  house  and  tract  of  land  he 
and  his  wife  Hannah  sold  April  13,  1761  for  300  pounds  to  John*s 
brother  Peter.  In  this  deed  John  is  described  as  a  house  carpenter. 
(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  18,  p.118)  When  this  sale  was  made  John 
was  already  living  in  Lower  Merion  Township,  perhaps  attracted  there 
by  the  family  of  his  wife.  November  22,  1760,  he,  now  "yeoman11 
had  purchased  for  310  pounds  from  Hannah  Harrison  102  acres  of 
land  in  Lower  Merion  Township.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  15,  p.  160) 
This  farm  was  located  in  Mill  Creek  Valley,  and  on  the  stream  John 
built  a  dam  and  erected  a  stone  grist  and  saw  mill.  Access  to  his 
porperty  was  by  a  road,  still  known  as  Righter*s  Mill  Road,  opened 
as  a  public  road  on  his  petition  in  1763.  In  later  years  he  chang¬ 
ed  his  mill  to  paper  manufacture,  and  it  is  as  a  "paper  maker" 
that  he  describes  himself  in  his  will.  (Charles  R.  Barker,  "Old 
Mills  of  Mill  Creek,  Lower  Merion",  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  Hist¬ 
ory  and  Biography,  Vol.  50,  1926,  No.  1,  p.  13.)  This  article  gives 
an<^  excellent  account  of  John  Righter*s  enterprises  and  difficulties 
as  a  miller.  His  account  is  incorrect  in  one  respect,  as  he  speaks 
of  John*s  brother  Peter  as  the  Schuylkill  ferryman.  John*s  brother 
Peter  was  a  farmer  in  upper  Roxborough  Township,  and  the  ferryman 
was,  I  believe,  John*s  uncle.  There  are  so  many  Peters  in  the 
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Righter  family  that  no  one  can  be  blamed  for  confusing  them.)  in 
1763  John  Righter  bought  75  acres,  106  perches  more  land  from 
Hannah  Harrison.  He  sold  35  acres  of  this  to  Jonathan  Robeson 
August  1,  1794.  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  9,  p.  138) 

In  1762  when  Anthony  Tunis  died,  he  bequeathed  by  his  will 
a  lot  of  somewhat  over  an  acre  on  Plymouth  Road  in  Germantown 
Township,  to  his  daughter  Hannah  Righter,  together  with  a  legacy 
of  67  pounds  to  make  her  share  of  his  estate  equal  to  the  100 
pounds  given  to  her  sisters.  He  made  a  special  bequest  of  20 
shillings  to  such  of  his  grandsons  as  were  called  by  his  name, 
a  provision  which  benefited  Hannah* s  son  Anthony.  (Phila.  Co.  Will 
Bk.  M,  P.  300,  1763,  No.  173)  Not  until  September  2,  1796  after 
Hannah* s  death,  was  the  lot  in  Germantown  sold  for  115  pounds,  by 
her  heirs  to  Christopher  Heydrick.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  77,  p. 
457.)  Hannah  was  also  a  beneficiary  under  the  will  of  her  brother 
Joseph  Tunis,  who  died  in  1772  or  1773.  (Phila.  Co.  Will  Bk.  P, 
p.  411,  1773,  No.  288)  The  discharge  to  the  executors  of  Joseph* s 
will  signed  August  18,  1775,  showed  that  Hannah  Righter  received 
a  one  fifth  share  of  the  residuary  estate  of  1581  pounds,  10 
shillings,  3  pence.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  I  15,  p.  26,  Discharge) 
Young  Anthony  Righter  was  again  remembered,  receiving  as  legacy 
his  Uncle  Joseph* s  “rights  and  property  in  Blockley  and  Merion 
united  library”. 

In  1773  John's  brother  Bartle  Righter  came  to  live  in  Lower 
Merion  on  a  tract  of  46  acres,  60  perches  he  bought  from  John. 
(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  18,  p.  116.)  A  note  on  this  deed  showed  that 
John  Johnson  of  Germantown  held  a  mortgage  on  John’s  property. 

The  tax  records  for  the  period  of  the  Revolution  listed  John 
Righter* 8  property  at  a  value  of  765  pounds  in  1782,  and  property 
assessed  in  1783  for  the  Federal  Tax,  included  100  acres,  3  horses. 
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3  cattle,  8  sheep,  a  grist  mill.  (Pa.  Archives,  Third  Series,  vol. 
16,  pp.  130,  592.)  In  the  brief  paragraph  which  Theodore  H.  Bean 
in  his  "History  of  Montgomery  County"  devotes  to  Righter* s  mill, 
he  records  as  a  tradition  that  it  was  at  that  mill  that  glass  was 
ground  in  the  flour  for  the  patriot  army  at  Valley  Forge,  but  he 
does  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  story,  (op.  cit.  p.  618)  It 
is  highly  improbable  that  John  Righter  could  have  lived  on  in  the 
community  if  he  had  any  part  in  such  an  atrocity. 

In  the  census  of  1790  both  John  and  his  son  Anthony  were 
listed  as  heads  of  families.  ("Heads  of  Families,  First  Census  of 
th  United  States,  1790,  Pennsylvania",  p.  157) 

After  the  death  of  Hannah,  John  married  as  his  second  wife 
Jane  McAffee,  daughter  of  William  McAffee  of  Lower  Merion.  When 
William  McAffee  died  in  1793  he  named  his  son  Robert  and  son-in- 
law  John  Righter  executors.  Bartle  Righter  was  one  of  the  witnesses 
of  the  signature  of  this  will.  (Mont.  Co.  Will  Bk.  1,  p.  363, 
Abstract  of  Wills  and  Administrations  Montgomery  Co.,  1784-1822, 

Vol.  1,  p.  70,  GSP)  The  administration  of  this  estate  continued 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  entered  into  the  provisions  of  his  own 
will,  and  caused  trouble  for  his  widow  as  executrix  of  his  will. 

August  11,  1808  John  Righter  made  his  will,  but  he  lived  on 
till  1824,  when  he  must  have  been  a  very  old  man,  perhaps  90  years 
of  age.  His  children  by  Jane  McAffee  Righter  were  minors  at  the 
time  he  wrote  his  will  and  he  made  provision >f or  their  maintenance 
and  education,  as  well  as  providing  that  "all  money  received  or 
which  shall  be  received"  from  Jane*s  father* s  estate  along  with 
his  own  personal  property  should  go  to  his  wife  Jane.  She  was 
also  to  have  the  rents  and  income  of  his  real  estate  until  the 
youngest  child  should  reach  21  years  of  age.  Then  one  half  of 
his  real  estate  was  to  be  divided  among  his  children,  and  the 


The  Tunis  family  belonged  to. the  Society  of  Friends.  8th  day,  ! 
month,  1754  at  the  Monthly  Meeting  held  at  Merion  Meeting  Kou8< 
Hannah  Righter  brought  acknowledgement  in  writing  for.  her  " out) 
in  marriage11.  11th  day,  lithe  month,  1757  the  Merion  overseer 
proposed  that  John  Righter  be  joined  to  this  meeting.  (Friends 
Historical  Library,  Swarthmore,  Radnor  Minutes,  1744-1753,  pp. 
and  336.)  John  remained  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  un 
1783,  during  most  of  this  period  being  connected  with  Merion 
Meeting.  10-30-1758,  he  produced  a  certificate  of  removal  for 
wife  and  family  at  Abington  Monthly  Meeting,  and  12-29-1760,  a 
certificate,  was  signed  for  him  and  his  wife  from  Abington  to  Hi 
ford  Monthly  Meeting,  after  the  settlement  of  some  c  .mplaint  a, 
him  in  case  of  property  by  John  Roberts,  miller,  of  Merion.  (R 
of  Abington  Monthly  Meeting,  G3P  collections,  pp.  226,  262,  26' 
He  did  not  produce  this  certificate  of  removal  until  the  month 
meeting  at  Merion  8-10-1764.  (Radnor  Minutes,  1763-1772,  p.  58 
The  minutes  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  at  Haverford  Meeting  House, 
1783,  have  this  entry,  "Merion  Preparative  Meeting  forwards  a 
plaint  that  John  Righter  neglects  attendance  at  meeting  and  fr 
company  keeping  with  a  neighboring  woman,  wife  of  another  man" 
4-8-1783,  "Since  he.  will  not  listen  to  advice  and  desires  to  s 
ate  from  Friends,  he  has  disunited  himself  from  religious  fell 
ship  until  he  sincerely  condemns  such  conduct" .  (Radnor  Minut 
1782-1784,  pp.  5,7,8,9,11.)  His  daughter  Hannah  was  disowned 
the  same  time,  having  "become  the  mother  of  an  illegitimate  ch 
(same  p.  13.)  Perhaps  Hannah  Tunis  Righter  had  died  before  th 
date,  and  the  restraining  hand  of  wife  and  mother  removed.  Th 
is  nothing  in  the  records  to  indicate  that  John  Righter  broke 
rules  of  discipline  by  military  service  in  the  Revolution.  So. 
of  his  descendants  have  claimed  in  applications  for  membership.1 
Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  that  he  was  the  John  Righter  who 
in  Captain  Houlgate's  company,  4th  battalion,  Philadelphia  Coui 
militia,  1776,  a  Roxborough  Township  company.  (DAR  Lineage  Boo- 
Nos.  99021  and  104111.)  There  were  2  John  Righters  in  Roxboro' 
Township,  one  of  whom  was  more  probably  the  member  of  Captain 
Houlgate’s  company. 


Note  on  1-1-1-6  John  Righter,  Jr.  He  was  born  about  1791  and 
married  by  Rev.  William" Dunlap  17  November  1314  to  Euphemia  Wi 
of  Moorland,  and  died  1  May  1820,  aged  29,  leaving  "an  aged  fa 
and  mother  and  3  small  children"  (Notebooks  of  Margaret  B.'H&r 
Lower  Merion  Records,  1320,  contained  these  items  from  the"Nor 
town  Register",  November  26,  1814,  and  May  24,  1820.) 
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other  half  was  to  remain  in  his  wife!s  hands  till  her  death,  when 
that  also  was  to  be  divided  among  his  children.  (Mont.  Will,  No. 


5416) 


The  children  of  John  and  Hannah  (Tunis)  Righter  were: 

1-1- 1-1  Anthony  Righter.  He  was  a  millwright  of  Lower  Merion, 

<:  later  of  Whitemarsh  Township,  Mont.  Co.  He  married 

T 

Elizabeth  Taylor,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Catharine  Taylor, 
^  0f  L0wer  Merion.  (Phila.  Co.  Will  Bk.  S,  p.  208,  1782, 

)  jfonCtf,  C*  ' 

No.  196;  Mont.  Co.  Will  No.  6680;  Mont.  Co.  Misc.  Bk.  3, 
ZF  >5^p.  10)  They  had  children,  sons  Joseph  and  John  among 

them.  (Mont.  Co.  Misc.  Bk.  3,  pp.  10,  369) 


1-1-1-2  Hannah  Righter.  She  married  Malcolm  Guien,  miller  of 
Lower  Merion 

1-1- 1-3  Sarah  Righter.  She  married  Frederick  Bicking,  Jr., 
papermaker,  of  Lower  Merion.  The  Bicking  family  lived 
near  the  Righters.  (Phila.  Co.  Will  Bk.  3,  p.  21,  1809, 
No.  108) 


1-1-1-4  Jane  Righter.  She  married  Joseph  Bicking,  papermaker, 
of  "New  Cochenhoppen" Township,  Mont.  Co« 

1-1-1-5  Amelia  Righter.  She  married  Martin  Proctor.  John 
Righter  in  his  will  bequeathed  5  shillings  to  his  son- 
in-law  Martin  Proctor,  and  10  pounds  each  to  his  grand¬ 
children,  heirs  of  his  daughter  Amelia  Proctor.  (Mont. 

Co, Will  No.  5416) 

The  children  of  John  and  Jane  (McAffee)  Righter  were: 

1-1-1-6  John  Righter  t.  ) 

1- 1-1-7  William  Righter  He  died  before  January  1832,  when 
his  minor  children  over  age  14,  Maria  Righter  and  Jane 

I  Elizabeth  Righter  petitioned  for  the  appointment  of  a 

guardian.  January  17,  1832  the  OrphansCourt  appointed 
Daniel  Nippes.  (Mont.  Co.  Orphans  Court  docket  No.  15517) 
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1-1-1-8  Charles  Righter 

No  attempt  was  made  to  trace  this  family  further. 

These  children  were  listed  in  the  order  they  were  named  in  John’s 
will.  This  may  not  be  the  order  of  birth.  The  deed  of  sale  of 
Hannah  Righter1 s  lot  in  Germantown  names  her  children  with  their 
respective  wife  and  husbands.  Amelia  was  then  (1796)  a  spinster. 
(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  77,  p.  457) 

When  Jane  Righter,  executrix  of  John’s  will,  filed  her  account 
December  17,  1832,  exception  was  taken  to  it  by  John  Righter,  son 
of  Anthony  Righter,  specifically  as  to  the  amount  that  she  claimed 
as  due  to  her  in  the  settlement  of  her  father’s  estate.  He  also 
charged  that  Jane  had  violated  the  will  by  the  cutting  of  timber 
on  the  land,  and  by  the  sale  of  land.  (Mont.  Co.  Orphans  Court 
docket  No.  15515) 


1-1-2  Jacob  Righter,  son  of  Bartholomew  and  Elizabeth  Righter, 
was  a  cordwainer  by  trade,  and  had  sufficient  education  to  write 
his  name.  His  wife  was  named  Sarah.  In  the  partition  of  his 
father's  estate,  Jacob  was  allotted  66^  acres  on  the  westerly 
side  of  the  Plymouth  or  Ridge  Road.  He  moved  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  sold  his  land  in  Roxborough  Township:  May  20, 
1766,  20^  acres  to  George  Righter,  probably  his  unold (Recited 
in  deed  of  sale  of  this  land  by  George  Righter  to  Harry  Knauss, 
Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  21,  p.  81);  May  7,  1771,  12-J-  acres  to  Joseph 
Canous  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  57,  p.  57);  and  August  27,  1771,  16 
acres  to  Aaron  Levering.  In  the  deed  of  May  7,  1771,  he  was  des¬ 
cribed  as  ”of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  innkeeper”,  and  in  that  of 
August  27,  1771,  as  ”of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  cordwainer”.  He 
must  have  remained  in  the  city  a  short  time,  for  he  was  on  various 
tax  assessors'  lists  for  Roxborough  Township  from  1774  on.  As 
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these  lists  showed  that  he  owned  no  land,  except  1  acre  with 
dwelling,  on  the  Roxborough  Township  lists  for  1785  and  1787,  he 
must  have  sold  the  rest  of  his  land,  but  no  deed  of  sale  was  found 
recorded  in  the  period  covered  by  my  search.  In  1780  he  was 
described  on  the  tax  assessor* s  list  as  a  “non-juror" ,  a  fact 
which  may  indicate  connection  with  some  sect  opposed  to  taking  of 
oaths.  In  1796  and  1797,  there  were  two  Jacob  Righters,  both  cord- 
wainers,on  these  lists.  This  may  indicate  that  Jacob  had  a  son 
Jacob,  who  had  learned  his  trade.  The  census  record  for  1790 
tallied  the  family  of  Jacob  “Riter"  in  Roxborough  Township,  as  3 
free,  white  males  over  16,  and  2  free,  white  females,  perhaps  in¬ 
dicating  2  sons  over  16,  and  1  daughter.  (“Heads  of  Families,  First 
Census  of  the  United  States,  1790,  Pennsylvania",  p.  207.)  The 
last  year  the  name  of  Jacob  Righter  appeared  on  the  tax  assessor* s 
list  for  Roxborough  Township  was  1798.  Whether  he  died  then  or 
moved  away  has  not  been  determined.  (The  Tax  Assessors*  Lists  for 
Roxborough  Township  cited  here  are  in  the  Municipal  Archives,  Old 
Customs  House,  Philadelphia,  Pa.) 

H.  G*  Jones  in  his  "The  Levering  Family"  related  that  Peter 
Levering,  son  of  Wickard  and  Elizabeth  Levering,  born  1764,  married 
as  his  first  wife  Elizabeth  Righter,  daughter  of  Jacob  Righter. 
Shedied  1796.  Peter  Levering,  who  lived  in  Montgomery  County,  died 
February  8,  1807,  and  was  buried  with  his  second  wife  at  Roxborough. 
(op.  cit.  p.  49)  He  listed  their  children  as  Jacob,  Joseph,  Benja¬ 
min,  Sarah,  and  Ann  Elizabeth.  (id.  p.  68)  Two  of  these  children 
were  named  for  their  Righter  grandparents. 

1-1-3  Peter  Righxer,  son  of  Bartholomew  and  Elizabeth  Righter, 
married  Elizabeth  Tunis,  daughter  of  Anthony  Tunis,  and  sister  of 
Hannah,  who  had  married  his  brother  John.  (Will  of  Joseph  Tunis, 


:* 


Peter  Righter  and  Elizabeth  Tunis  were  married  in  Friends  meet¬ 
ing,  30th  day,  10th  month,  1759,  Peter  having  joined  the  Sociei 
of  Friends  a  s: ort  time  before.  (Radnor  Meeting,  Record  of  Ma: 
ares,  1729-1763,  p.  247.)  The  record  of  Peter* s  acceptance  as 
member  of  the  Society  is  in  the  minutes  of  the  monthly  meeting 
held  at  Haverford  10th  day,  7th  month,  1759.  (Radnor  Minutes 
1758-1733,  p.  37.)  Peter  and  his  family  attended  the  Plymouth 
Meeting,  a  few  miles  north  of  his  firm  on  the  Gei  town-Readii 
Road,  having  received  a  certificate  of  removal  from  Merion  Mee* 
ing,  11th  day,  10th  month,  1763.  (Radnor  Minutes,  1733-1772,  p. 
25.)  The  tax  assessor’s  list  for  Roxborough  Township  in  1781 
indicated  that  he  was  "not  qualified",  that  is  had  not  taken  tl 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Revolutionary  government,  and  a  "non- 
juror",  that  is  opposed  to  the  taking  of  any  oaths,  so  it  can 
certainly  be  concluded  that  he  was  not  the  Peter  Righter  who 
served  in  the  Revolution.  The  minutes  of  the  Gwynedd  Monthly 
Meeting,  of  which  the  Plymouth  Meeting  was  a  member,  showed  th* 
he  was  a  loyal  and  active  Friend.  He  was  appointed  to  attend 
Quarterly  Meeting  in  1782;  as  overseer  in  Plymouth  Meeting,  171 
to  1786;  as  member  of  a  group  to  "have  care  of  collecting  the 
accounts  of  Friends  suffering  for  our  testimony  against  war"  a] 
advise  and  assist  in  cases  of  suffering  and  difficulty,  1782;  ; 
member  of  a  new  committee  in  1783  to  have  care  of  the  freed  ne; 
was  appointed  to  distribute  where  "it  may  appear  to  be  most  usi 
ful"  a  number  of  treatises  in  the  German  language  by  J.  Phips 
and  Mary' Brook  forwarded  by  the  "Meeting  for  Sufferings" in  Phi!1 
delphia,  1767;  and  from  time  to  time  to  investigate  reports  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  Friends  and  remonstrate  with  them,  for  < 
ample,  a,  committee  to  assist  in  cases  of  Friends  in  Plymouth1^]' 
neglect  attendance  at  meeting, ' and  take  oath  of  allegiance  and! 
endeavor  to  convince  them  the  error  of  their  conduct,  and  inco] 
sistency  thereof  with  our' peaceable  principles".  (Abstract  of 
Minutes  of  the  Gwynedd  Monthly  Meeting,  1714-1801,  GSP  collects 
passim) 


•  . 
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Phila.  Co.  Will  Bk.  P,  p.  411,  1773,  No.  288.)  He  was  a  joiner  and 
yeoman,  and  lived  all  his  life  in  the  upper  part  of  Roxborough 
Township.  September,  1757,  he  shared  in  the  partition  of  his 
father1 s  land,  his  share  being  located  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Ridge  Road.  April  13,  1761  he  purchased  40  acres  and  messuage, 
which  had  been  the  share  of  his  brother  John.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk. 

H  18,  p.  118.)  Tnis  land,  also  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Ridge 
Road,  adjoined  Peters  on  the  north.  March  9,  1763  he  purchased 
7  acres  of  his  brother  Bartle*s  share,  adjoining  his  land  to  the 
south.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  18,  p.  116)  For  the  Proprietary 
Tax  of  1769,  he  was  assessed  for  104  acres,  3  horses,  4  cattle. 

(Pa.  Archives,  Third  Series,  Vol.  14,  p.  15.)  and  all  subsequent 
tax  lists  gave  approximately  100  acres  in  his  farm. 

When  Anthony  Tunis  died  in  1762,  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Righter 
was  bequeathed  100  pounds.  If  ha:  son  Anthony  had  been  born  by 
that  date,  his  legacy  from  his  grandfather  was  20  shillings,  a  be¬ 
quest  made  to  all  his  grandchildren  named  Anthony.  (Phila.  Co. 

Will  Bk.  M,  p.  300,  1763,  No.  173.)  Elizabeth  alsowas  entitled 
to  one  fifth  of  the  residuary  estate  of  her  brother  Joseph,  who 
died  ten  years  later.  (Phila.  Co.  Will  Bk.  P,  p.  411,  1773,  No. 
288.)When  the  executors  of  this  will  secured  discharge  from  the 
obligation  to  the  heirs,  Peter  Righter  signed  for  his  wile. 

(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  I  15,  p.  26,  Discharge.) 

The  tax  assessors*  lists  for  Roxborough  Township  in  1781  in¬ 
dicated  that  he  was  “not  qualified”,  meaning  that  he  had  not  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Revolutionary  government.  It  may 
imply  opposition  to  war  as  a  religious  belief.  He  is  also  listed 
as  a  “non- juror” ,  that  is  opposed  to  the  taking  of  oaths.  He  may 
toe-been  a  member  of  a.pacifist,  non-juring  sect.  Where  occu¬ 


pation  was  given  on  these  lists  he  was  yeoman,  or  "joyner”  or  car 
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penter.  In  1808  his  property  was  described  as  96  acres  of  land, 

1  stone  dwelling,  1  stone  barn,  1  irame  shop.,  valued  at  $2100,  and 

2  horses  and  2  cows,  valued  at  $61.  By  1811  the  assessed  value  of 
this  same  property  was  $5616.  (Tas  Assessors*  Lists  for  Roxoorough 
Township  in  the  Municipal  Archives,  Phila.  )  The  census  of  1790 
listed  two  heads  of  families,  named  Peter  Riter  in  Roxborough  Town¬ 
ship.  Both  households  included  one  male  over  16,  and  one  under. 

One  family  had  one  female  and  the  other  two.  I  have  not  determined 
which  belonged  to  Peter  of  upper  Roxborough,  whose  family  at  one 
time  included  3  sons  and  a  daughter.  (“Heads  of  Families,  First 
Census  of  the  United  States,  1790,  Pennsylvania",  p.  207.) 

Peter  Righter  made  his  will  October  2,  1817,  and  it  was  pro¬ 
bated  June  26,  1819.  His  wile  Elizabeth  survived  him  for  a  few 
years,  and  died  some  time  before  April  1822.  The  place  of  their 
burial  has  not  been  determined.  Peter  named  his  friend  John  Livezey 
as  his  executor.  He  gave  his  wife  the  privilege  of  living  in  his 
house,  with  household  and  kitchen  furniture  as  the  executor  thought 
sufficient  for  her  needs.  All  the  rest  of  his  moveable  estate  the 
executor  was  to  sell  at  public  vendue,  and  pay  the  proceeds  in 
amounts  he  thought  fit  to  Elizabeth  as  she  might  need  it.  The  exe¬ 
cutor  was  also  to  rent  out  his  real  estate,  except  the  house  and 
one  half  acre  of  land  reserved  for  his  wife.  The  wife  was  to  be 
paid  such  part  of  the  rents  as  the  executor  thought  she  needed 
throughout  her  life.  Firewood  for  her  stove,  hay  and  pasture  for 
her  cow  were  also  to  be  provided.  After  her  death  the  property  was 
to  be  sold  in  lots  at  public  or  private  sale.  He  cancelled  the  debt 
of  $875  owed  by  his  son  John,  deceased,  and  gave  $250  to  each  of 
the  9  children  of  John.  He  cancelled  the  debt  of  $755  his  son 
Joseph  owed  him  and  gave  Joseph  $3000,  with  the  proviso,  that,  if 
Joseph  died  without  issue,  the  sum  was  to  be  paid  back  for  dis¬ 
tribution  among  the  grandchildren.  He  gave  to  Hannah  Jones,  daughter 
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of  his  daughter  Mary,  deceased,  $3000,  and  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  his  son  Anthony,  deceased,  $3000  to  be  paid  when  she  reached  age 
18.  To  Anthony's  widow  Rebecca  he  gave  $600,  and  to  his  daughter- 
in-law,  widow  of  his  son  John, $200.  The  rest  of  the  estate  was  to 
be  divided  equally  among  the  grandchildren  then  living.  (Phila. 

Co.  Will  Bk.  7,  p.  30,  1819,  No.  72.) 

April  5,  1822  John  Livezey,  executor  of  Peter  Righter's  estate, 

sold  for  $1134.12-^,  13  acres  and  13  perches  of  Peter's  farm  to 

Zorvi^ 

Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Righter,  William  He-me-r  of  Abington  Town¬ 
ship,  Mont.  Co.,  and  Mary,  his  wife  (late  Righter),  Hannah  Righter, 
Elizabeth  Righter,  and  Sarah  Righter,  all  of  Roxborough  Township, 
(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  AM  33,  p.  95.)  Mary,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  and 
Sarah  were  probably  4  of  the  9  children  of  John,  Peter's  son,  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  will.  There  should  be  other  records  of  the  disposal 
of  Peter's  estate,  but  search  has  not  located  them,  except  a  report 
of  John  Livezey,  executor,  to  the  Orphans  Court  of  a  balance  of 
$1285.00^-  due  the  estate  to  be  distributed.  (Phila.  Orphans  Court 
records,  September  15,  1822,  Bk.  No.  28,  p.  298.) 

The  children  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Tunis)  Righter  were: 

1-1-3-1  John  Righter,  He  died  before  1817  when  his  father 

made  his  will,  leaving  9  children.  His  wife  was  named 

Cy 

Eliz ab e t h . ^ <&■*** 

w-?*  <  .ji  //  jj/6  *••>*<*»•*»*» *2#  ZZ**  . 

1-1-3-2 Joseph  Righter.  He  had  no  children  in  1817,  when  his 


father's  will  was  made. 

1-1-3-3  Mary  Righter.  She  died  before  1817.  Her  husband  was 
named  Jones,  and  she  had  a  daughter  Hannah  Jones. 

1-1-3-4  Anthony  Righter.  He  died  before  1817.  His  wife  was 
named  Rebecca,  and  he  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  a  minor, 
living  with  her  grandfather,  Peter,  at  the  time  he  made 

his  wil  •  fr&i.  *  ,Vj.  iv-'ZT+v  ) 

These  children  are  named  in  the  order  they  were  mentioned  in  Peter's 
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will,  which  may  not  he  the  order  of  birth.  Joseph  Righter,  car¬ 
penter,  was  listed  by  the  tax  assessor  of  Roxborough  Township  in 
1798  and  1799,  and  Anthony  Righter,  carpenter,  was  listed  from 
1798  to  1805.  (Ta&  Assessors*  Lists  for  Roxborough  Township  in 
the  Municipal  Archives.) 


1-1-4  Bartholomew  Righter,  Jr.,  son  of  Bartholomew  and  Elizabeth 
Righter,  seems  always  to  have  used  Bartle  as  his  name.  His  wife 
was  named  Charlotte.  By  occupation  he  was  a  blacksmith,  and  lived 
in  Lower  Merion  Township,  Montgomery  County,  near  his  brother  John. 
He  was  born  in  Roxborough  Township,  and  was  a  minor  when  his  father 
died  in  1745.  When  his  father’s  250  acre  farm  was  divided  among 
the  four  sons  in  1757,  he  was  allotted  66-J  acres,  most  of  it  on 
the  westerly  side  of  the  Ridge  Road,  and  at  the  southern  end  of 
the  tract.  March  8,  1763  he  sold  nearly  35  acres,  in  3  distinct 
lots,  one  with  tenement,  to  George  Righter,  probably  his  uncle, 
(Phila.Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  19,  p.  451)  and  the  next  day  sold  7  acres, 
a  tract  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Ridge  Road,  to  his  brother 
Peter.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  18,  p.  116)  He  must  have  sold  the 
rest  of  his  land  in  Roxborough  Township  before  1769,  the  year  of 
of  the  first  list  of  taxpayers,  for  Bartle* s  name  was  not  on  that 
list.  No  record  of  the  sale  of  the  remaining  24  acres  was  found. 
When  Bartle  sold  this  land  he  was  unmarried,  for  no  wife  was  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  deeds.  He  moved  to  Lower  Merion  about  this  time,  for 
the  tax  list  for  that  township  for  1769  included  his  name.  March 
26,  1773  he  purchased  46  acres,  60  perches  of  land  in  Lower  Merion 
Township,  from  his  brother  John.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  36,  p.5) 
This  tract  was  in  the  Mill  Creek  Area,  and  was  part  of  the  75  acres 
John  had  bought  from  Hannah  Harrison  in  1763.  Another  of  Bartle* s 
neighbors  was  Frederick  Bickings,  whose  sons  Frederick  and  Joseph, 
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had  married  daughters  of  John.  Most  of  this  land  Bartle  held  for 
the  rest  of  his  life,  and  there  operated  his  blacksmith  shop.  In 
1774  for  the  Provincial  tax  he  was  taxed  on  45  acres  of  land,  1 
horse,  2  cattle,  and  for  the  Effective  Supply  tax  in  1780,  a  val¬ 
uation  of  1500  pounds  was  placed  on  his  property.  (Pa.  Archives, 

Third  Series,  Vol.  14,  pp.  101,  357,  Vol.  15,  p.  64.)  Bartle 
Righter  was  one  of  the  heads  of  families  listed  in  Lower  Merion 
Township  in  the  census  of  1790.  His  family  included  1  male  over  16, 
persumably  himself,  2  males  under  16,  and  5  females,  one  of  whom 
was  presumably  his  wife  Charlotte.  This  seems  to  indicate  that  2 
of  his  sons  and  4  daughters  were  born  before  that  year.  ("Heads 
of  Families,  First  Census  of  the  United  States,  1790,  Pennsylvania", 
p.  157)  April  20,  1792  he  sold  13  acres,  21  perches  of  his  land 
to  Peter  Bechtel.  An  annotation  on  this  deed  showed  that  John 
Johnson  held  a  mortgage  on  the  property.  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  7, 
p .  132 . ) 

Bartle  Righter  made  his  will,  October,  1807,  and  probably 
died  in  1809,  for  the  will  was  probated  November  14,  1809.  His 
will  provided  that  his  wife  "Chariot"  should  hold  for  her  use 
during  her  life  all  his  estate,  real  and  personal.  He  devised 
25  pounds  to  each  of  his  daughters  to  be  paid  when  his  youngest 
son  should  attain  his  21st  year.  He  gave  his  daughter  Elizabeth 
his  best  feather  bed,  and  5  pounds  to  his  grandson  "Bartholamy 
Katch",  when  he  should  reach  age  21.  All  the  residue  of  his  estate, 
on  the  death  of  his  wife, he  gave  to  his  3  sons.  If  the  sons  could 
not  agree  on  the  division  of  the  land  each  was  to  choose  a  man, 
and  these  3  with  a  surveyor  were  to  make  the  partition,  a  drawing 
of  lot 8  to  determine  which  portion  each  son  should  have.  He  appointed 
his  son  Rudolph  and  his  friend  George  Jaret  as  executors.  The  in¬ 
ventory  of  his  "goods  and  chatties",  made  October  28,  1809,  by 


-J 

Mote  on  1-1-4-3  Rebecca  Righter.  She  probably  married  Aaron  K< 
(H.  H.  Platt  and  Wm.  Lav/ton,  "The  History  of  the  Roxborouerh  Lot 
Mo.  135,  F.  and  A.  Masons,  1813-1913"  (Phila.  1913),  p.  117.  ' 

biography  of  Past  Master  George  Keech  states  that  he  was  a  nat: 
of  Lower.  Merlon,  b.  29  August  1799,  son  of  Aaron  and  Rebecca 
(Righter)  KeechJ)  They  may  have  had  the  son"Bartolomy  Match", 
mentioned  in  his  grandfather's  will.  Aaron  Keech  was  a  member; 
Lower  Merion  Baptist  Church,  baptized  6  June  1829.  Church  rec*| 
give  the  date  of  death  as  September  1844.  (GSP  collections,  "R< 
cords  of  Lower  Merion  Baptist  Church"  #101.)  He  left  no  will. 
Letters  of  administration  were  granted  to  Henry  Keech,  28  Septe 
1844.  (GSP  collections,  "Abstract  of  Wills  and  Administration! 
Mont.  Co.,  1828-1850,  Vol.  II,  362.) 


Note  on  1-1- 4- 5  Elizabeth  Righter  married  William  Fisher,  19 
March  1818.  (GSP  collections,  "Marriages  1806-1853  by  Rev.  Hors 
Gates  Jones  D.D.,  Paster  of  Lower  Merion  Baptist  Church")  Y/m. 
Fisher  was  one  of  the  administrators  of  her  brother  William's 
estate,  ’and  the  purchaser  of  the  land  her  brother  Rudolph  ac¬ 
quired  in  the  partition  of  her  father's  estate.  Since  Rudolph1 
share  included  the  house,  the  Fishers  may  have  lived  in  the  hot 
stead. 


George  Grow  and  John  Cochran,  included  besides  household  articles, 
smith  tools  worth  $40,  and  farm  animals,  crops  and  equipment,  to 
a  total  value  of  $502.25.  (Mont.  Co.  Will  Bk..$,  p,  170,  and 
Will  No.  5211,  the  will  is  missing  from  this  folder,  but  the  in¬ 
ventory  is  there.) 

Charlotte  Righter  may  have  died  early  in  1819,  for  in  May  of 
that  year,  the  division  of  the  land  among  the  sons  was  made  by 
Joseph  Price,  Jonathan  Jones,  and  William  Staddleman,  with  John 
Elliott,  surveyor.  Of  the  32  acres,  103  perches,  Rudolph  received 
a  lot  of  7  acres,  79  perches  together  with  buildings;  Joseph  2  lots 
one  of  6  acres,  60  perches  and  one  of  10  acres,  80  perches,  and 
William  2  lots,  one  of  9  and  three  quarters  acres,  8  perches,  and 
one  of  Z\  acres.  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  35,  p.  751,  and  Bk.  36,  p. 
534,  Releases) 

The  children  of  Bartholomew  and  Charlotte  ( - )  Righter 

were,  in  the  order  named  in  his  will: 

1- 1-4-1  Hannah  Righter 

1-1- 4- 2  Mary  Righter 

1— 1-4-3  Rebecca  Righter  *  M+-  »//  ^- 

1- 1-4-4  Catharine  Righter 

1—1— 4— 5  Elizabeth  Right er  ^-^-^-  •  ^  ^  ^ 

1-1-4-6  William  Righter.  He  was  a  blacksmith  of  Lower  Merion 
Township.  He  died  in  1827,  intestate.  An  inventory  of 
goods  worth  $31.57  was  filed  August  27,  1827.  (Mont  Co. 
File  No.  15577)  There  was  no  mention  of  a  wife  in  the 
releases  signed  when  Bartle!s  land  was  partitioned.  May 
3,  1828  Joseph  Righter  and  William  Fisher,  administrators 
sold  the  2  lots  which  he  had  been  allotted  in  that  parti¬ 
tion.  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  44,  p.  145.) 

1-1-4-7  Rudolph  Righter.  He  was  a  house  carpenter  of  Blockley 
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Township,  Phila.  Co.  and  later  Lower  Merion  Township. 

May  12,  1814,  he  married  Catharine  Evans.  (Marriages  1808 
to  1853  by  Rev.  Horatio  Gates  Jones,  Pastor  of  Lower  Mer¬ 
ion  Baptist  Church,  G.S.P.  collections,  p.  5)  He  died 
intestate  in  1823  or  1824.  February  6,  1824  Isaac  Warner 
and  Joseph  Righter  filed  an  inventory  of  his  goods,  apprais¬ 
ed  at  $61.51,  Catharine  Righter  being  unwilling  to  serve, 
Samuel  Stern  was  appointed  administrator,  February  16, 

1824.  (Mont.  Co.  Wills  No.  15492)April  17,  1826,  Samuel 
Stearn,  Administrator,  sold  11  acres,  79  perches  with 
messuage,  which  had  belonged  to  him.  This  sale  was  made 
as  result  of  a  petition  showing  that  Catharine,  widow  of 
Rudolph,  did  not  have  enough  to  maintain  their  minor 
children,  John  and  Hugh,  and  the  Orphans  Court  ordered 
the  sale  of  the  land.  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  42,  p.  97) 
November  22,  1826  John  Elliott  was  appointed  guardian 
of  these  children,  and  January  10,  1827  a  petition  for 
a  guardian  for  these  children  under  14  years  of  age, 
was  presented  because  John  Elliott  had  died.  The  Court 
named  Jacob  Latch.  A  financial  statement  for  the  guard¬ 
ian  was  filed  March  31,  1849.  (Mont.  Co.  Orphans  Court 
File  No.  15337) 

1-1-4-8  Joseph  Righter.  He  was  a  blacksmith  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  His  wife  was  named  Catharine,  and  they 
had  2  children  Henry  and  Sophia.  He  sold  2  small  lots 
part  of  the  land  he  received  in  the  partition  of  his 
father* s  estate,  one  August  26,  1820  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk. 

37,  p.  186)  and  the  other  December  24,  1828.  (Mont.  Co. 

Deed  Bk.  47,  p.  218.)  He  died  intestate  June  9,  1832, 
and  letters  of  administration  were  granted  to  his  wife 
Catharine,  July  13,  1832.  (phila.  Co.  Adm.  Bk.  0,  p.  32.) 
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April  1,  1841  Catharine  sold  a  lot  of  4  acres  in  Lower 
Merion,  with  permission  of  the  Orphans  Court.  (Mont.  Co. 
Deed  Bk.  71,  p.  413.)  Her  petition  to  the  Court  had 
stated  that  Joseph1 s  personal  estate  was  insuffient  to 
maintain  his  minor  children,  Henry  and  Sophia.  (Mont. 

Co.  Orphans  Court  File  No.  15539.) 

The  Family  of  Peter  Right er 

1-2  Peter  Righter,  son  of  Peter,  was  probably  born  in  Roxborough 
Township,  in  the  first  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  re¬ 
cord  of  his  business  venture  begins  in  1741.  In  January  of  that 
year  he  was  granted  by  John,  Thomas,  and  Richard  Penn,  Proprietors, 
a  patent  for  a  ferry  from  his  plantation  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Schuylkill  in  ”Roxbury”  Township  to  the  Lower  Merion  side  of  the 
river.  The  patent  gave  him  the  sole  privilege  of  keeping  a  ferry 
at  that  place,  and  forbade  all  others  from  carrying  passengers  for 
two  miles  above  and  two  miles  below  his  ferry.  This  privilege  was 
granted  for  seven  years,  at  a  cost  to  Peter  of  five  English  silver 
shillings  paid  on  the  first  of  March  yearly.  Peter  was  required 
to  have  at  all  times  a  boat  or  boats  in  good  repair,  and  sufficient 
persons  or  hands  to  give  attention  for  ferrying  passengers,  horses, 
cattle,  and  goods.  (Phila.  Co.,  Exemplification  Bk.  2,  p.  637.) 

A  ferry  at  this  point,  just  above  his  mill,  is  said  to  have  been 
operated  previously  by  Andrew  Robeson.  (Charles  R.  Barker,  ” The 
Stony  Part  of  the  Schuylkill,  its  Navigation,  Fisheries,  Fords, 
and  Ferries”,  P.M.H.B.,  Vol.  50,  p.  363,364.)  The  patent  was  re¬ 
newed  by  John  Penn,  Proprietor,  October  11,  1765,  (Phila.  Co.  Ex¬ 
emplification  Bk.  3,  p.  518)  and  the  ferry  was  maintained  by  Peter 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  after  him  by  his  son  John.  The  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  Righter  Ferry  and  Peter* s  house  is  shown  on  ”A  Map  of 
Philadelphia  and  Parts  Adjacent”  by  Scull  and  Heap,  1852.  It  was 
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a  short  distance  above  where  the  Wissahickon  Creek  enters  the 
Schuylkill*  A  road,  private  until  1824,  from  "Wissahiccon"  Road, 
now  Ridge  Road,  extended  as  far  as  the  ferry.  On  the  Lower  Mer- 
ion  side  the  road  to  the  ferry  became  known  as  Righter1 s  Ferry 
Road,  and  still  is  so-called,  although  it  no  longer  reaches  the 
river.  What  is  now  School  Lane  to  Ridge  Road  gave  access  to  the 
ferry  from  Germantown.  The  ferry  was  an  important  link  in  early 
communications  between  Lower  Merion  and  Philadelphia,  Germantown 

and  Lower  Merion,  Roxborough  and  Lower  Merion,  and  remained  so 

been 

until  the  brige  was  built  at  Manayunk  in  1822.  It  must  have  a  pro¬ 
fitable  enterprise,  in  which  Peter  was  probably  assisted  by  his 
two  sons.  The  assessment  for  the  Proprietary  Tax  of  1769  showed 
that  he  had  one  servant.  (Pa.  Archives,  Third  Series,  Vol.  14, 
p.  15:  "Peter  Righter,  ferry,  74  acres,  2  horses,  3  cattle,  1  ser¬ 
vant"  ) 

The  ferry  patent  of  Peter  Righter  mentioned  his  plantation  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Schuylkill  River.  Peter  acquired  the  77  acres 
in  this  plantation  August  4,  1741,  for  86  pounds,  12  shillings,  6 
pence,  from  Thomas  Bishop  Vickris  (Vicaris)  of  Chew  Magna,  Somerset 
County,  England,  through  his  attorney  Richard  Hockley,  Philadelphia 
County,  merchant.  The  land  was  located  between  the  Schuylkill 
River  and  the  Wissahickon  Creek  from  the  line  near  the  present 
Sumac  Street  to  a  line  75  perches  farther  up  the  river.  The  section 
which  reached  the  Wissahickon,  between  the  present  Righter  Street, 
the  old  route  of  the  Ridge  Road,  and  the  Creek  narrowed  down  to 
14  perches  on  the  Creek.  The  land  rises  steeply  on  both  sides, 
from  the  river  and  from  the  creek.  Included  in  the  area  to-day 
are  the  shops,  formerly  Pencoyd  Iron  Works  on  the  River,  Wissahick¬ 
on  Station  on  the  Reading  Railroad,  Wissahickon  public  school  and 
library.  Northern  Home  for  Children,  and  a  considerable  section  of 
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the  residential  area  of  Wissahickon.  The  Ridge  Road,  doth  the 
original  difficult  route  and  the  easier  one  adopted  later  up  "Right 
er's  Hill",  crossed  his  plantation  from  the  soufarest  to  the  north¬ 
east  corner.  A  high  rock  cliff,  the  steep  side  of  Robinson's  Hill, 
is  set  back  from  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  Peter  seemed  to  feel 
that  his  title  was  not  clear,  for  January  4,  1742,  he  received  a 
confirmation  of  the  grant  from  George  Thomas,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  G  2,  p.  444,  Exemplification  Bk.  2,  p.  639, 
Patent  to  Peter  Righter.)  Peter  built  his  stone  house  at  the 
ferry  near  the  river.  He  also  acquired  a  lot  of  9  and  three  quart¬ 
ers  acres  in  Lower  Merion  at  the  Merion  end  of  his  ferry.  (Re¬ 
cited  in  Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  52,  p.  395,  H.G.  Jones  et  al.  to  A. 

L.  Anderson.)  He  made  further  use  of  his  river  frontage  in  his 
shad  fishery,  an  important  business  on  the  Schuylkill  before  the 
dam  was  built  at  Fairmount. 

Peter  Righter  married,  but  no  record  of  his  wife's  name  has 
been  found.  There  is  no  record  of  connection  with  any  church.  His 
oldest  daughter  was  born  in  1741,  and  he  had  four  other  daughters 
and  two  sons.  When  in  1748  William  Levering  granted  land  for  the 
establishment  of  a  school  in  Roxborough,  Peter  Righter  was  named 
one  of  the  seven  trustees.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  49,  p.  476) 

January  10,  1776  Peter  Righter  made  his  will,  and  died  with¬ 
in  a  few  days,  for  the  will  was  probated  January  20,  1776.  He 
was  probably  buried  in  the  plot  that  the  Levering  family  gave  as 
the  Roxborough  Burial  Ground,  but  there  is  no  gravestone  for  him 
there.  By  his  will  he  devised  to  his  eldest  son  Peter  two  lots 
of  land,  one  on  the  east  side  of  the  Schuylkill  between  the  river 
and  the  ferry  road,  and  one  of  5  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river.  He  instructed  Peter  to  build  a  house  on  his  land,  and  pro¬ 
vided  that  100  pounds  should  be  paid  to  him  when  he  did  so.  He 
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gave  Peter  one  half  interest  in  his  shad  fishery.  The  residue  of 
his  lands,  tenements  and  property  he  "bequeathed  to  his  younger  son 
John,  who  was  required  to  pay  the  legacies  in  money  to  his  daughters 
Mary,  the  oldest,  Hannah,  Rebecca,  Sarah,  and  Margaret.  Since  his 
wife  is  not  mentioned,  she  probably  died  before  he  did.  He  named 
his  son  John  and  son-in-law  Enoch  Levering  his  executors.  Daught¬ 
ers  Sarah  and  Margaret  were  each  to  have  a  chest  of  drawers  worth 
8  pounds,  and  Margaret  was  to  have  a  la.rge  looking  glass.  (Phila. 

Co.  Will  Bk.  Q,  p.  340,  1776,  No.  204.) 

that 

This  will  proves  Peter, the  ferryman,  was  not,  as  claimed 

by  J.S.  Miles  in  his  "Historical  Sketch  of  Roxborough  and  Manayunk", 
(p.  58)  the  father  of  Bartholomew  and  Michael.  It  is  improbable 
that  Peter  would  not  have  mentioned  Michael  and  the  children  of 
Bartholomew  in  his  will,  if  they  had  been  so  related  to  him. 

Children  of  Peter  Righter,  Jr.: 

1-2-1  Pe-cer  Righter.  There  were  three  Peter  Righters  in  Rox¬ 
borough  Township  in  this  generation,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  distinguish  them.  Somehow  the  land  Perer  inherited 
became  part  of  John*s  estate.  An  incomplete  assignment 
on  a  bond  by  Owen  Jones  to  John  Righter,  seems  to  relate 
to  a  debt  of  this  Peter,  for  which  Enoch  Levering  was 
co-signer.  (Papers  relating  to  Owen  Jones  in" Genealog¬ 
ical  Notes",  GSP,  Vol.  IX,  p.  13.)  In  his  will  John 
made  provision  for  the  "legitimate"  children  of  his 
brother  Peter  to  share  in  his  estate  in  case  his  daughter 
Esther  died  without  issue. 

1-2-2  Mary  Righter.  She  married  Enoch  Levering,  the  date  of 
the  marriage  license  being  September  10,  1765.  (Pa. 
Marriage  Licenses,  1762-1768,  PMHB,  Vol.  40,  p.  332) 

1-2-3  Hannah  Righter.  She  married  Aaron  Levering,  the  date 
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Note  on  1-2-7  John  Right er.  y  16  April  1777,  John  Right er  marrij 
Eleanor  Bankson  (penna.  Archives  2,  Vol.  VIII,  216,  Marriages  e 
Christ  Church,  Philadelphia.  )  She  was  daughter  of  Peter  and] 
Esther  (Linn)  Bankson.  The  Bankson  family  was  Swedish,  the  ori 
inal  form  of  the  name  being  Bengtson.  Peter  Bankson  was  a  ship 
wright  and  his  will  named  his  wife  Esther  and  daughter  Elinor  a 
beneficiaries  of  his  estate.  (GSP  collections.  Genealogical  Da 
(M.  Atherton  Leach  Collection)  Vol.  Ill,  6,7.) 
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of  the  marriage  license  being  May  9,  1763.  (op.  cit. 
above,  p.  216,  where  her  name  is  given  as  Ann  Wrighter) 
The  history  of  these  two  families  has  been  traced  by 
John  Levering  in  his  “Levering  Family,  History  and  Gene¬ 
alogy”  (published  by  the  Levering  Historical  Association, 
1897)  Tnis  work  states  that  Mary  died  February  21,  1794, 
aged  52  years,  so  that  she  was  bora  in  1742,  and  that 
Hannah  died  September  6,  1806,  aged  65  years,  so  that 
she  was  born  in  1741,  but  Peter  Righter  mentioned  in  his 
will  Mary  as  his  oldest  daughter.  Aaron  and  Enoch  Lev¬ 
ering  were  brothers  and  both  moved  from  Roxborough  to 
Baltimore. 

1-2-4  Rebecca  Righter.  She  was  not  mentioned  in  the  will  of 
her  brother  John,  so  may  have  died  before  1790. 

1-2-5  Sarah  Righter 
1-2-6  Margaret  Righter 
1-2-7  John  Righter. 

These  children  are  listed  in  the  order  mentioned  in  Peter1 s  will, 
where  he  states  that  Peter  was  the  older  son  and  Mary  the  oldest 
daughter. 

1-2-7  John  Righte^son  of  Peter  Righter  was  born  January  26,  1753. 

He  inherited  from  his  father  in  1776  most  of  his  land  in  Roxborough 
and  Lower  Merion  Townships,  one  half  of  the  shad  fishery, and  the 
Schuylkill  Ferry.  He  operated  the  ferry  and  lived  in  the  house 
at  the  ferry  all  his  life.  His  wife  died  before  he  did  and  is  not 
named  in  his  will.  He  mentioned  her  in  his  bequest  to  his  daughter 
Esther  of  “her  late  mother* s  wearing  apparel,  together  with  sundry 
articles  of  plate  and  mahogany  household  furniture  which  I  got  at 
our  marriage”.  He  was  tax  assessor  for  Roxborough  Township  in 
1779.  In  1780  the  assessor* s  list  showed  that  he  owned  81^-  acres 
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of  land  and  a  dwelling  in  Roxoorough  Township,  9-g-  acres  in  Merion, 

24  acres  in  Passyunk,  300  acres  in  Bedford  County,  to  a  value  in 
that  time  of  inflation  of  26,400  pounds.  The  properties  in 
Merion,  Passyunk,  and  Bedford  County  did  not  again  appear  on  the 
lists,  but  he  owned  the  one  in  Merion  as  ferry  terminal  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  In  1779  he  had  included  22  ounces  of  silver 
plate  and  a  chair,  along  with  horses  and  cows  among  his  assets. 
(Roxtoorough  Township  Tax  Assessors1  Lists  in  the  Municipal  Archives) 
He  operated  a  farm  as  well  as  the  ferry.  During  the  British  occu¬ 
pation  of  Philadelphia  a  redoubt  was  erected  by  them  on  a  bluff  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Wissahickon  Creek,  so  as  to  control  the 
approach  to  the  city  by  way  of  the  Ridge  Road.  It  was  manned  by 
Hessians,  who  had  a  camp  nearby,  from  which  they  made  frequent 
raids  for  meat,  grain  and  vegetables  on  Roxborough  farms.  The  re¬ 
doubt  and  camp  were  close  to  John  Righter*s  land  and  ferry.  He 
was  allowed  68  pounds,  17  shillings,  6  pence  for  damage  done  by 
the  raiders  on  his  property.  (Mentioned  by  both  H.G. Jones  and  J. 

S. Miles  in  their  histories  of  Roxborough  elsewhere  cited.) 

August  33,  1789  the  first  church  in  Roxborough  Township  was 
organized  by  32  persons,  most  of  them  members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  in  a  meeting  at  the  schoolhouse.  John 
Righter  was  a  member  of  this  group  and  was  chosen  a  trustee.  John 
lived  only  a  short  time  after  that.  He  died  February  6,  1790,  aged 
37  years,  10  days.  (Gravestone  in  the  Roxborough  Burial  Ground) 

He  had  made  his  will  January  3  of  that  year,  and  it  was  proved 
February  13,  1790.  In  it  he  bequeathed  15  pounds  towards  build¬ 
ing  a  Baptist  Meeting  House  in  Roxborough,  exclusive  of  the  10 
pounds  he  had  already  subscribed  for  that  purpose.  He  gave  all 
his  estate  to  his  daughter  Esther,  and,  considering  her  11  infant 
estate"  named  Nathan  Levering  and  Algernon  Roberts  her  guardians. 
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In  case  she  should  die  before  reaching  legal  age  or  without  issue, 
he  provided  that  his  estate  should  be  divided  among  the  “legitim¬ 
ate"  children  of  his  brother  Peter,  and  his  sisters  Mary,  Hannah, 
Sarah,  and  Margaret.  (Phila.  Co.  Will  Bk.  U,  p.  436,  No.  175,  1790) 
John  Right er  was  buried  in  the  Roxborough  Burial  Ground  where  his 
gravestone  is  still  legible. 

In  1786  the  route  of  Ridge  Road  was  changed  from  what  is  now 
Righter  Street  to  the  present  route.  The  new  route  crossed  John 
Righter* s  estate, and  Esther  Righter* s  guardians  later  collected  29 
pounds  for  damage  to  her  property.  Since  some  people  still  used 
the  old  route,  the  guardians  petitioned  the  court  in  March,  1797, 
to  close  it.  The  court  appointed  a  jury  to  view  the  situation, 
and  ordered  the  old  road  vacated.  (H.G. Jones,  "Historic  Notes  of 

Olden  Times  in  Roxborough  and  Manayunk",  p.  65.) 

Eleanor  (Bankson) 

Child  of  John  and  ( - )  Righter: 

1-2-2-1  Esther  (Hester)  Righter.  She  was  born  in  1777, 
and  married  Rev.  Horatio  Gates  Jones  of  Chester, 
September  3,  1801.  (Record  of  Marriages,  1800  to 
1851,  collected  by  Thompson  Westcott",  GSP,  p.  3) 

He  was  founder  and  pastor  of  the  Lower  Merion  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  but  lived  after  his  marriage  in  the 
Righter  house  at  the  ferry.  Esther  died  December 
29,  1808,  and  was  buried  near  her  father  in  the 
Roxborough  Burial  Ground.  Her  gravestone  is  near¬ 
ly  illegible. 

The  children  of  Rev.  Horatio  Gates  Jones  and  Esther 
Righter  Jones  were: 

1-2-2- 1-1  John  Righter  Jones.  He  was  born  in 
1803.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  bar 
and  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He 
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fell  in  battle  near  Newbern,  N.C.,  May  23, 

1763*  He  was  a  Oolonel  of  the  58th  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  "An  accomplished 
Scholar,  An  Upright  Judge,  A  brave  Commander, 

A  true  Patriot,  And  a  sincere  Christian". 
(Inscription  on  monument  in  Leverington  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Roxborough. )  He  married  Anna  E.  Clay, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Clay.  She  was  born  July 
26,  1810,  and  died  August  26,  1872.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  trace  their  descendants. 

1-3-2-1-3  Eleanor  (Ellen)  Marie  Jones.  She  was  born 
in  Roxborough,  November  18,  1805.  She  married 
Rev.  George  Higgins,  pastor  of  Montgomery  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  She  died  October  14,  1854,  and 
was  buried  near  her  mother  in  the  Roxborough 
Burial  Ground.  Her  monument  is  badly  broken 
and  worn. 

1-2-3-1-3  Hester  (Hetty)  A.  Jones.  She  was  born  in 
Roxborough,  September  12,  1807,  and  died  at 
City  Point,  Va.,  December  21,  1864,  "where  she 
had  gone  with  true  Christian  philanthropy  and 
patriotism  to  devote  herself  to  the  care  of 
our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers".  (Inscription 
on  her  gravestone  in  Leverington  Cemetery, 
Roxborough,  where  she  is  buried  near  her  father. ) 
The  Roxborough  Post  of  the  G.A.R.  was  the  Hetty 
A*  Jones  Post. 

These  children  were  baptized  members  of  the  Lower 

Merion  Baptist  Church.  ("Records  of  the  Lower  Merion 

Baptist  Church,  1808  to  1928",  GSP,  pp.  7  and  15.) 
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1-3  Michael  Righter  is  the  only  one  of  the  early  Righters  in  Rox- 
borough  whose  date  of  birth  has  been  determined.  H.G. Jones  in  his 
'‘Historic  Notes  of  Olden  Times  in  Roxborough  and  Manayunk",  stated 
that  he  had  access  to  the  "Grave  Yard  Book"  of  the  old  Roxborough 
Burial  Ground,  of  whose  trustees  the  author* s  father.  Rev.  H.G. 
Jones,  was  secretary.  He  stated  that,  although  burials  were  made 
there  before  that  date,  the  first  entry  was  in  1786:  "Michael 
Righter,  Sen.  aged  77  years  and  5  months".  Michael* s  gravestone 
has  survived  in  fairly  good  condition.  It  gives  his  date  of  death 
as  July  1,  1786.  He  therefore  was  born  February  1,  1709.  He  was 
unable  to  write  his  name,  making  his  mark  on  deed  and  will.  He 
married  Oatharina  Geiger,  daughter  of  John  George  Geiger  of  Rox¬ 
borough  Township,  who  may  have  been  the  John  George  Gager,  who, 
April  23,  1736,  bought  the  3  acre  tract  Michael* s  brother  Barthol¬ 
omew  had  acquired  from  his  father.  George  Geiger  by  will  written 
November  3,  1747,  left  all  his  estate  to  "my  well-beloved  son-in- 
law  Michael  Righter".  The  will  wqs  proved  November  15,  1747. 
(Phila.  Co.  Will  No.  212,  1747.)  Oatharina  seems  to  have  raised 
some  objections,  and  then  thought  better  of  it,  for  a  note  on  the 
will  addressed  to  Mr.  Plumstead,  reads,  "I  hereby  make  known  to  you 
that  I  have  no  further  objection  to  make  agst.  my  late  father *s 
George  Thuggers  will  receiv*d  Probate  but  am  willing  it  may  re¬ 
ceive  its  probate  and  pass  the  seal  of  your  office  forthwith". 

Her  name  was  signed  in  German  script  to  this  note. 

August  4,  1741,  the  same  day  Peter  Righter  made  his  purchase 
of  land,  Michael  purchased,  also  from  Thomas  Bishop  Vickris,  for 
80  pounds,  8  shillings,  9  pence,  71-J-  acres,  adjoining  Peter's 
tract  in  lower  Roxborough  Township.  This  tract  extended  along  the 
Wissahickon  Creek  for  206  perches  around  the  bend  where  the  creek 
turns  sharply  southwest  to  flow  towards  the  Schuylkill.  To-day 
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Lincoln  Drive  follows  the  course  of  the  creek  as  far  as  this  great 
bend.  From  the  Creek  his  land  extended  to  the  old  route  of  the 
high  road  through  Roxborough  where  Righter  Street  now  is.  He 
had  only  29  perches  on  the  high  road.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  FTW 
103,  p.  365.  This  deed  was  not  recorded  until  April  1,  1874.) 

October  27,  1741, Michael  bought  from  his  father,  Peter  Righter, 
for  60  pounds,  77  acres  of  land  on  which  his  father  had  lived 
since  1725.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H9,  p.  367.)  This  tract  extended 
from  the  Wissahickon  Creek  to  the  Schuylkill  River,  and  adjoined 
the  land  purchased  from  Thomas  Bishop  Vickris.  The  '‘high  road" 
cut  across  it  to  the  present  Hermit  Lane.  He  owned  a  plateau,  with 
an  abrupt  cliff  on  the  river  side,  and  steep  hills  on  the  side  to¬ 
ward  the  Creek.  His  land  included  the  area  where  the  German 
Pietistic  Community,  to  which  his  father  is  said  to  have  belonged, 
had  its  H tabernacle0  and  huts,  as  well  as  the  cave  made  by  Kelpius 
for  his  own  use.  There  was  no  mention  of  any  buildings  on  the  land 
when  Michael  purchased  it.  He  built  in  1746  a  stone  house  on  the 
Ridge  Road,  which  stood  until  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  triangle 
where  Righter  Street  meets  Ridge  Avenue.  Michael  held  all  but 
about  4  acres  of  this  land  till  his  death.  March  19,  1744,  he 
sold  4  acres,  100  perches  to  John  George  Bergman  of  Roxborough 
Township,  tailor,  for  21  pounds.  Bergman  secured  the  use  of  a  10 
foot  cartway  on  the  north  side  of  Michaels  land  for  access  to  his 
little  tract  on  the  Wissahickon  Creek  from  the  Plymouth  or  Ridge 
Road.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  18,  p.  423.)  Michael  farmed  this 
land  as  his  means  of  livihood  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  raised 
a  family  of  10  children.  When  additional  land  was  granted  for  the 
Roxborough  school  in  1771  Michael  was  named  as  one  of  the  7  trustees. 
(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  49,  p.  476.)  In  1777  to  1778  he,  or  his  son 
Michael,  was  the  assessor  to  determine  the  amount  of  damage  done 
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by  the  British  in  Roxborough  Township  during  the  occupation  of 
Philadelphia.  On  the  assessors  list  Michael  claimed  39  pounds, 

10  shillings  damages,  and  his  son  Daniel  3  pounds.  (H.G. Jones, 
"Historic  Notes  of  Olden  Times  in  Roxborough  and  Manayunk"  pp.  89- 
105.) 

January  29,  1783  Michael  made  his  will,  and  added  a  codicil 
June  29,  1786.  The  will  was  proved  July  18,  1786.  He  had  died 
July  1,  1786,  and  was  buried  in  the  Roxborough  Burial  Ground, 
where  he  owned  lot  No.  62.  His  wife,  Catharine  Geiger  Righter 
survived  him  10  years.  She  also  is  buried  in  the  Roxborough  Burial 
Ground,  but  her  stone  is  not  so  well  preserved  as  Michael* s.  The 
year  of  death,  1796  can  be  read,  but  not  her  age.  Michael  had 
provided  for  his  wife  "Caterena"  in  his  will,  that  she  was  to  have 
bed,  bedstead,  and  bedding,  5  pounds  in  gold  or  silver,  free  use 
of  a  room  in  his  house,  with  liberty  of  passing  to  and  from  it, 
wood  for  firewood  brought  to  her  door.  Michael* s  house  became 
the  property  of  his  son  John,  so  his  mother  lived  with  him.  The 
interest  of  one  third  part  of  the  estate  was  to  be  paid  to  her  by 
the  children  and  grandchildren  who  inherited  it,  yearly  during  her 
life. 

The  division  of  the  estate  among  the  9  children  who  survived 
him  and  the  5  children  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  had  died  be¬ 
fore  him,  in  equal  shares  either  in  land  or  money,  was  to  be  made 
by  3  persons  selected  by  his  sons,  George,  Michael,  and  John,  each 
to  choose  "one  discreet  and  reputable  freeholder"  to  make  the  val¬ 
uation  and  division.  Those  who  received  land  were  to  pay  money  to 
those  who  got  none,  as  the  said  freeholders  thought  right.  (Phila. 
Co.  Will  No.  205,  1786,  Bk.  T,  p.  345.)  The  men  chosen  for  this 
task  were  Daniel  Thomas  and  Matthew  Holget,  both  of  Germantown, 
and  Anthony  Cook  of  Roxborough  Township.  The  Articles  of  Agree- 
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Note  on  1-3-1  Caspar  Fighter.  In  Parsippany,  Morris  County,  Uje 
Jersey,  there  lived  a  Jasper  Fighter,  1739-1794,  who  is  said  tc 
have  been  born  in  Roxborough.  He  served  in  1776,  as  private,  i 
Captain  Israel  Halsey* s  company,  eastern  battalion,  Morris  Gout 
New  Jersey  militia.  He  married  in  1769  Elizabeth  Hopler,  1749- 
1809.  Two  of  his  descendants  became  members  of  the  DAR  on  the 
basis  of  his  service.  .  (DAR  Lines  sre  Books  98,  pp.  264,265,  anj 
149,  pp.  256,  257.)  { 
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ment,  putting  the  results  of  their  work  in  legal  form  were  signed 
March  9,  1787*  The  division  of  the  land  was  a  complicated  one 
into  11  lots.  Seven  children  received  land,  and  each  one  had  a 
lot  on  the  "Reding”  (Reading  or  Ridge)  Road.  John  and  Michael  re¬ 
ceived  lots  extending  from  Ridge  Road  to  the  Schuylkill  River. 

Peter,  Caspar,  Margaret,  Daniel  and  George  shared  the  land  between 
Ridge  Road  and  the  Wissahickon  Creek,  in  the  location  of  which  a 
one  perch  wide  lane,  probably  Hermit  Lane,  was  important.  Margaret 
was  the  only  one  of  the  daughters  to  receive  land.  The  other  daugh¬ 
ters,  Catharine  Levering,  Elizabeth  Lare,  and  Mary  Heft,  each  re¬ 
ceived  87  pounds,  2  shillings,  8^-  pence,  the  share  of  Elizabeth, 
who  had  died  before  her  father,  being  divided  among  her  5  children. 
The  children  of  Michael  and  Catharine  (Geiger)  Righter  were: 

1-3-1  Casper  Righter.  He  was  a  placksmith.  April  11,  1794, 
he  sold  to  Nicholas  Kolp  for  150  pounds  the  2  lots  he 
had  inherited  from  his  father.  He  was  then  of  Morris 
County,  New  Jersey.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  45,  p.  16.) 

1-3-2  George  Righter.  He  was  a  wheelwright.  June  21,  1787, 
he  and  his  wife  Rebecca  sold  his  share  of  his  father* s 
estate  for  150  pounds  to  David  Mircle  (Markle)  of  Roxbor- 
ough  Township.  George  was  then  of  Brandywine  Hundred, 

New  Castle  Co.,  Delaware.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  19,  p. 
220.)  The  records  of  Old  Swedes  Church  show  among  bap¬ 
tisms  2  children  of  George  and  Rebecca  Righter: 

1-3-2-1  Israel  Righter,  born  March  7,  1764 
1-3-2-1  Jesse  Righter,  born  July  18,  1765. 

1-3-3  Peter  Righter.  He  may  have  been  a  cooper,  (Pa.  Archives, 
Third  Series,  Vol.  14,  p.  425,  Provincial  Tax,  1774,  Rox- 
borough  Township.)  but  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish 
the  Peter  Righters.  There  was  no  Peter  Righter  with  26 
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acres  of  land,  the  amount  he  received  from  his  father* s 
estate,  on  the  Tax  Assessors*  Lists  for  Roxborough  Town¬ 
ship  in  the  Municipal  Archives,  so  he  probably  sold  his 
land  immediately,  although  no  record  of  the  sale  was 
found.  On  the  Hills  “Map  of  Philadelphia  and  Its  Envir¬ 
ons  in  1809“  Peter* s  tract  is  shown  as  part  of  his 
brother  Michael* s  land.  September  24,  1799  letters  of 
administration  were  granted  to  Michael  Righter  on  the 
estate  of  Peter  Righter,  dec*d.  Charles  Bower  of  Rox- 
bury,  cooper,  and  John  Righter,  do.,  farmer  were  sureties 
for  the  300  pound  bond.  (Phila.  Co.  Adm.  Bk.  K,  p.  15, 
1799,  No.  294.)  As  Michael  and  John  were  his  brothers, 
and  Charles  Bower  was  the  father  of  Michael* s  wife,  this 
Peter  Righter  was  probably  the  one  under  discussion.  In 
that  case  it  is  probable  that  the  Peter  Righter  on  the 
Tax  Assessors*  Lists  for  Roxborough  Township  for  several 
years,  as  owner  of  1-J-  acres  and  dwelling,  and  described 
in  1788  as  a  “fisherman”,  was  Michael* s  son.  The  cen¬ 
sus  of  1790  listed  2  “Riters“  named  Peter  in  Roxborough 
Township,  one  of  whom  was  certainly  the  son  of  Bartholo¬ 
mew,  the  other  may  be  the  son  of  Michael  or  the  son  of 
Peter.  ("Heads  of  Families,  First  Census  of  the  United 
States,  Pennsylvania,  1790“,  Roxborough  Township  pp.  207 
and  208. ) 

1-3-4  Michael  Righter.  He  died  July,  1819,  but  his  age  at 

death  is  illegible  on  his  gravestone  in  Roxborough  Burial 
Ground.  He  married  Elizabeth  Bower,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Barbara  Bower  of  Roxborough  Township.  In  his  will 
Charles  Bower  bequeathed  his  messuage  and  its  household 
furniture  to  his  wife  Barbara,  during  her  life,  and  after 
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her  death  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Righter  and  son-in- 
law  Michael  Righter,  during  their  life,  "making  no  waste 
or  destruction  thereon".  On  their  deaths  the  estate  was 
to  be  divided  among  the  heirs  of  his  daughter,  Charles 
Righter  to  have  50  pounds,  Michael  Righter  20  pounds,  and 
Catharine  Righter  20  pounds  more  than  an  equal  share  with 
the  rest  of  the  heirs.  The  remainder  of  his  lands  he  be¬ 
queathed  to  his  son-in-law  Michael  Righter,  who  was  to 
pay  all  his  debts.  He  signed  his  name  in  German  script. 

The  will  was  proved  January  24,  1807.  (Phila.  Co.  Will 
No.  10,  1807.)  The  tax  assessors  list  for  Roxborough 
Township  show  that  Charles  Bower  was  a  cooper,  who  owned 
20  acres  of  land  in  addition  to  his  dwelling.  Charles 
and  Barbara  Bower  were  buried  in  Roxborough  Burial  Ground, 
next  to  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Righter,  but  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  their  stones  are  badly  worn  and  illegible.  The 
tax  assessors1  lists  for  Roxborough  Township  show  that 
Michael  Righter  combined  the  occupations  farmer  and  cooper, 
as  well  as  storekeeper  for  the  years  1788,  1789,  and  1791. 
His  property  in  1808, as  given  in  the  list  for  that  year, 
included  2  tracts  of  land,  one  of  20  acres  with  srone 
dwelling,  stone  barn,  and  shop  valued  at  $650,  and  one  of 
39-g-  acres  with  stone  dwelling,  frame  stable,  valued  at 
$850.  He  also  owned  2  horses  and  3  cows.  The  list  for 
1787  credits  Michael  with  40  acres  of  land.  Since  he 
acquired  only  16  acres,  58-J-  perches  in  the  partition  of 
his  father* s  land  in  that  year,  it  seems  probable  that 
he  purchased  his  brother  Peter* s  lot  of  22  acres,  15 
perches,  immediately  after  the  partition  was  made.  This 
transaction  was  not  recorded  at  least  at  that  time.  Entries 


-ni-ixca  b. la  a'osd-esilj:  sirf  ocf  dJs&j b  tat i 


.  ->  :  -  '  •  .  So  ’  .:  '  -  .A 


•*Q-^  ,  .  9Jb  axrf  He  Vi  '; 


♦CO  «fiXW  •  ?08I  <i*S  ,  o:  •;  1:0  *  jw  IIlw  e  fi 


j  ■  ti  » -i  :I  , 


:.  30-  *  c  *  «  c  :>  .r  r;. i*  j  .  s 


•  '•  ■  r:o '  .  r  :•  c .1  -  .  . 


- 


•  aldi^s  ili  &w*  ttzc  d  6?.  ; 


0.70  Oi  l!  t  )<  ;£  i  :  ,v  0llb  tu  C  cf  3  .  M.  . 

d  :  Wl  V  *  --Z2  ,  .  ;ii  .  .  ,  ...  -•,  .»  ■ 

' 

•xoX  Jail  •iTr  .av.oo  $  ..as  a*.'r:.m  S  banwo  o 


‘  B  X  1  0  :  ,  .  ui  t  ■  „  , 

>  fi  -2  2?x  *  2  ie>.  c  :  iv‘  X  1. 


t  ,  .•  ■  ■•  .  -i 


sji*  aclfi.  t  zsiXa  %X 

■  iJ  ;r  *«  .  i  •  ;  Js  •  C"J  *  f «  .1  ..*•,/  r  r  a  ’nti>y.i 


34 


on  these  lists  indicate  that  he  owned  no  land  previous 
to  1787,  When  Hermit  Lane,  the  one  perch  wide  cartway 
of  the  1787  partition  agreement,  was  opened  as  a  private 
road  in  1794,  Michael  received  10  pounds  for  damage  to 
his  land,  which  the  road  crossed  by  an  irregular  route 
from  the  Wissahickon  Greek  to  where  it  entered  Daniel 
Righter* s  land.  (Jones,  "Historical  Notes  of  Roxborough 
and  Manayunk”,  pp.  71,72.)  It  became  a  public  road  33 
feet  wide  in  1804.  April  4,  1804,  Michael  Righter  was 
one  of  the  13  trustees  of  the  Roxborough  Burial  Ground, 
when  Nathan  Levering  granted  additional  land  ior  that 
purpose.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  EF  17,  p.  434.)  This  plot, 
originally  the  Levering  family  burial  ground  on  the  Lev¬ 
ering  farm,  is  the  oldest  burial  ground  in  Roxborough, 
where  many  of  the  early  settlers  were  buried.  It  is  lo¬ 
cated  back  of  the  burial  gr^ound  of  the  Roxborough  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  is  to-day  much  neglected.  April  4, 

1805,  he  was  named  one  of  the  28  trustees  of  the  Roxbor¬ 
ough  school,  when  Abraham  Levering  granted  an  additional 
lot  of  land  for  the  school.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk  EF  17, 
p.  309.)  Michael  Righter  died  July  1819,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Roxborough  Burial  Ground,  where  his  grave,  as  well 
as  his  wife*s  is  marked  by  gravestones.  His  will,  made 
April  4,  1812,  was  proved  August  28,  1819.  He  bequeathed 
all  his  estate,  real  and  personal  to  his  wife  for  life, 
or  as  long  as  she  remained  a  widow.  If  she  remarried, 
the  executors  were  to  pay  to  her  the  interest  of  one 
third  of  the  estate  yearly  during  her  life.  On  her 
death  or  remarriage,  $400  was  to  be  paid  to  his  son 
Charles,  $20  to  his  daughter  Ann,  and  all  the  rest  was 
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to  be  divided  among  bis  6  children,  daughters  Catharine 
and  Ann  each  to  receive  $100  less  than  each  of  the  4 
sons.  He  appointed  his  sons  Charles  and  Michael  execu¬ 
tors.  (Phila.  Co.  Will  No.  95,  1819,  Will  Bk.  7,  p.50.) 
The  children  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth  (Bower)  Righter 

were:  1908920 

1-3-4- 1  Charles  Righter.  Roxborough  Township  tax 
lists  described  him  as  a  cooper  from  1802  on. 

He  married  August  20,  1821  Hester  Albright 
(German  Reformed  Church  of  Germantown  Records, 
GSP),  Her  gravestone  in  Leverington  Cemetery, 
Roxborough,  has  the  inscription  "Hester,  re¬ 
lict  of  Charles  Righter,  deceased  in  the  84th 
year  of  her  age",  but  no  date.  Charles  died 
in  1858.  (Phila.  Co.  Will,  1858,  No.  269.) 
1-3-4-2  Catharine  Righter.  She  married  Thomas 
McCrea  of  Northern  Liberties.  (Phila.  Co. 

Deed  Bk.  RLL  34,  p.  339.) 

1_3_4_3  Michael  Righter.  He  was  born  in  1785,  and 
died  in  1826,  aged  41  years,  2  months,  2  days. 
(Gravestone  Roxborough  Leverington  Cemetery) 

He  married  Catharine  Steitzel,  March  29,  1810. 
(St.  Michaels  Evangelical  and  Lutheran  Church, 

Mount  Airy,  copy  of  records  in  GSP.)  She  was 

/ 

born  September  30,  1793,  and  died  June  21,  1877, 
and  was  buried  in  Leverington  Cemetery,  Roxbor¬ 
ough.  Michael  was  described  as  a  cooper  on  the 
tax  assessors*  lists  for  Roxborough  Township. 

In  1811,  the  first  year  the  list  indicated  that 
he  was  a  landowner,  he  owned  5  acres,  a  stone 
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dwelling  and  frame  stable,  valued  at  $666. 


1-3- 4-4  Samuel  B.  Right  er  ' 'f”  f ^ 

1-3-4-5  Ann  Right er.  She  married  Jacob  Keely  of  Rox¬ 
borough  Township.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  RLL 
34,  p.  339)  She  was  born  1794,  and  died  July 
17,  1857.  Jacob  Keely  was  born  February  9, 

1787,  and  died  February  19,  1835.  They  were 
buried  in  Roxborough  Burial  Ground. 
l-.3-.4_G  Jonathan  Right  er 

There  were  2  small  children  Barbara  and  Maria,  des¬ 
cribed  on  gravestones  as  daughters  of  Michael  and 
Elizabeth  Righter  buried  in  their  lot  in  the  Rox¬ 
borough  Burial  Ground. 

These  children  are  listed  in  the  order  named  in 
Michael* s  will. 

1-3-5  Daniel  Righter.  He  was  born  1751  and  died  1816.  He 

married  Phoebe  Starne,  daughter  of  Joseph  Starne  of  Rox¬ 
borough.  She  was  born  October  2,  1758,  and  died  June 
10,  1847,  aged  88  years,  8  months,  8  days.  They  were 
buried  in  the  Roxborough  Burial  Ground,  ana  the  dates 
are  from  the  gravestones.  Daniel  was  a  weaver.  He  was 
listed  as  "journeyman  weaver”  in  1780  on  the  tax  assess¬ 
or*  s  list  for  Roxborough  Township,  and  thereafter  as 
weaver,  the  Federal  Tax  list  for  1783  indicated  that 
Daniel  then  lived  on  "widow  Lake’s  est.",  and  owned  2 
sheep.  (Pa.  Archives,  Third  Series,  Vol.  16,  p.  651.) 

In  1787  he  received  2  lots  in  the  partition  of  his  father* s 
land,  27  acres,  135  perches  of  land,  his  lots  including 
the  site  of  the  Pietist  Community  of  1694,  near  Hermits 
Lane.  His  land  is  marked  "D.  Righter"  on  Hills  "Map  of 


•  ">  iX  ' 

-3  9  <  ■  ■  L.  :  •:  .*  > 

*  •  ’  .  i  j 


t  ■-■  ’X  v  y  :  ,  . 

.7  :, 

\  i;  ..  ,  .  v-  u  ,  t 


' 


. 


i  .r  .i  ioo 


J  ::-s  ii  •»  i  ■ 

air 


.  :i  ■  l  1  ?  r r  : 


.  .~x 

i-  f  - 

;T-*  ,  ,  I-  .  c  ! 


' 

C®  '  V  ^  «  :  ,  ,  : 


,  X~i  i  i-fc  ■  .  .i 


- 


.*  d 

S  bQtrto  bOB  f  n?ctwH  no  I'SvXX  ri*;;  imsd 

- 

(  •  ’  •  <  •  r  .'i  '■  ’J 


37 


the  Environs  of  Philadelphia,  1809" .  In  1788  the  tax 
assessor  credixed  him  with  27  acres  and  a  dwelling  worth 

138  pounds •  The  dwelling  was  a  log  house,  and  was  so 

he 

described  on  the  list  for  1805,  wnen.was  also  recorded 
as  having  a  still.  Between  1795  and  1798  he  reduced 
his  land  holding  to  18  acres,  hut  no  record  of  the  deed 
was  found.  The  tax  list  for  1808  gave  him  16  acres. 
January  20,  1817,  letters  of  administration  were  grant¬ 
ed  to  John  Righter  and  Jesse  Righter  to  the  estate  of 
Daniel  Righter,  dec*d.  Joseph  Starne  of  Roxborough 
Township,  farmer,  and  Richard  Roe  were  sureties  for  the 
$300  bond.  (Phila.  Co.  Adm.  Bk.  L,  p.  369,  1817,  No*  17.) 
Phoebe  Starne  Righter  lived  on  in  the  log  house  until 
1847.  After  her  death  the  surviving  children  sold  the 
land.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  AWM  50,  p.  560,  and  AWM  73, 
p.  46.)  From  these  deeds  the  list  of  children  of  Daniel 
and  Phoebe (Starne)  Righter  was  obtained: 

1-3-5-1  John  Righter  of  Port  Richmond,  cooper.  His 
wife  was  named  Sophia. 

1-3-5-2  Jesse  Righter.  He  was  born  March  6,  1793, 
and  died  December  6,  1835,  and  was  buried  in 
Roxborough  Burial  Ground.  No  issue. 

l_3-5_3  Joseph  Righter  of  Northern  Liberties,  cooper. 
He  was  born  July  10,  1795  and  died  October  26, 
1849,  and  was  buried  in  Roxborough  Burial 
Ground. 

1-3-5-4  Catharine  Righter.  She  married  -  Cully, 

and  was  a  widow  in  1847. 

1-3-5-5  Mary  Righter.  She  married  — —  Allis,  and 
was  a  widow  in  1847. 
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1-3-5-6  Sarah  Righter,  She  died  before  December  6, 
1847. 

1-3-5- 7  Susan  Right er.  She  was  born  1800,  and  died 
January  6,  1877,  and  was  buried  in  Roxborough 
Burial  Ground. 

1-3-6  John  Righter.  He  probably  died  in  1808.  He  is  probably 
the  John  Righter  on  the  tax  assessors1  lists  as  without 
property  in  1781,  1782,  and  1783.  (Pa.  Archives,  Third 
Series,  Vol.  16,  pp.  30,  178,  650.)  His  wife  was  named 
Catharine.  In  1787  he  inherited  the  stone  dwelling  and 
21  acres,  33  perches  of  land  in  the  partition  of  his 
father* s  estate.  This  land  adjoined  Michael* s  on  the 
north,  and  extended  from  Ridge  Road  to  the  Schuylkill 
River.  It  had  two  springs  which  Michael  must  be  permitted 
to  use,  “alternately,  that  is  to  say  48  hours  at  a  time 
and  no  more’* ,  with  the  right  to  dig  ditches  to  convey 
water  to  his  lot.  (Articles  of  Agreement,  cited  above.) 
Michael  also  favored  his  “youngest  son  John”  with  a  be¬ 
quest  of  10  pounds  in  gold  and  silver.  The  will  specified 
that  in  the  division  of  the  land  the  freeholders  selected 
should  allot  to  John  “my  dwelling  house  and  the  land 
assigned  to  it,  if  he  shall  chuse  to  take  it“ .  In  a  cod¬ 
icil  he  gave  to  John,  over  and  above  his  share,  a  "horse 
and  mare  with  gear  belonging  to  them,  my  cart,  plough, 
and  harrow,  and  hay  in  the  barn  sufficient  for  the  horses 
for  one  year".  Since  John*s  mother  was  entitled  to  live 
in  the  house  during  her  life,  she  must  have  lived  with 
John.  While  his  sister  Margaret  inherited  land,  it  seems 
likely  that  she  lived  at  the  homestead.  Margaret  received 
one  of  her  father’s  cows,  and  hay  for  her  for  one  winter. 
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John,  Margaret  and  their  mother  shared  the  grain  standing 
on  his  land  at  Michael's  death.  John  was  listed  as  farmer 
on  the  tax  lists  for  Roxborough  Township.  In  1790  he  was 
listed  as  a  head  of  family  in  Roxborough  in  the  census 
of  that  year.  The  tally  showed  2  females  in  his  house¬ 
hold.  These  may  be  his  wife  and  mother  or  may  be  his 
mother  and  sister  Margaret,  assuming  he  had  not  yet  married. 
(•‘Heads  of  Families,  First  Census  of  the  United  States, 

1790,  Pennsylvania” ,  p.  207.)  When  the  route  of  Ridge 
Road  was  changed  from  the  very  steep  hill  of  what  is  now 
Righter  Street  to  the  somewhat  easier  climb  up  "Righter's 
Hill"  of  the  present  route,  John's  house  was  separated 
from  his  land  by  the  road.  April  1,  1802  John  and  his 
wife  Catharine  sold  the  house  and  land  for  500  pounds  to 
John  Kennedy  and  Robert  Kennedy,  in  order  to  pay  a  mort¬ 
gage  debt  of  200  pounds  with  interest  thereon  to  Sarah 
Woodrow.  The  right  to  use  of  the  springs  and  the  cart- 
road  to  the  Schuylkill  was  reserved  to  the  lowner  of  lot 
No.  11  by  this  deed.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  EF  8,  p.  169.) 
Robert  Kennedy  was  an  innkeeper  and  it  may  be  at  this 
time  that  Michael's  house  became  the  “Plow  Tavern”. 

June  15,  1833  this  property  was  bought  by  the  Managers 
of  the  Poor  of  Roxborough  Township,  as  the  local  poor- 
house.  (H.G. Jones,  ”Historic  Notes  of  Olden  Times  in 
Roxborough  and  Hanayunk”,  p.  52.)  In  1803,  1804,  and 
1805  John  was  entered  on  the  tax  lists  as  a  "schoolmaster”, 
probably  teacher  of  the  Roxborough  School,  where  his 
brother  Michael  was  one  of  the  trustees.  In  1806,  the 
assessor  listed  him  as  "laborer"  with  the  same  valuation, 
$208,  as  when  he  was  schoolmaster.  (Roxborough  Township 
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Tax  Assessors1  Lists  in  the  Municipal  Archives.)  Sept¬ 
ember  3,  1808,  letters  of  administration  were  granted  to 
Catharine  Righter  on  the  estate  of  John  Righter,  farmer, 
dec*d.  Thomas  McCrea  of  Philadelphia,  cooper  and  Jos. 
Sorber  of  Northern  Liberties,  coachmaker,  were  sureties 
for  the  bond  of  $500.  (Phila.  Co.  Adm.  Bk.  K,  p.  322, 
1808,  No.  173.)  Thomas  McCrae  was  the  husband  of  John*s 
niece.  No  record  was  found  of  John1 s  children,  if  he 
had  any. 

1-3-7  Catharine  Righter.  She  was  born  June  17,  1732  and 

died  November  14,  1808.  She  married  Benjamin  Levering, 
April  2,  1754.  (Marriage  Record  of  the  Swedes1  Church 
(Gloria  Dei),  1750  to  1810,  Pa.  Archives,  Second  Series 
Vol.  8,  p.  497.)  Her  descendants  have  been  traced  in 
the  Levering  Family  histories  by  H.  G.  Jones  and  John 
Levering.  She  was  buried  in  Roxborough  Burial  Ground, 
and  dates  of  birth  and  death  are  from  the  gravestone. 

1-3-8  Mary  Righter.  She  married - Heft 

1-3-9  Margaret  Righter.  She  was  the  only  one  of  the  daughters 
who  received  land  in  the  partition  of  Michael* s  estate 
in  1787.  August  8,  1793,  she  sold  this  land  to  William 
White  for  120  pounds.  She  was  described  as  «* spinster” 
in  this  deed.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  37,  p.  395.) 

l-3-9a  Elizabeth  Righter.  She  married  -  Lare,  and  died 

before  her  father  made  his  will  in  1783.  Her  5  children 
shared  her  part  of  his  estate. 

These  children  are  named  in  the  order  named  in  Michael* s  will.  It 
is  probable  that  daughter  Catharine  was  the  oldest. 

Five  Righters,  Michael,  Daniel,  George,  John,  and  Peter,  were 
in  Matthew  Holgate's  Company  from  Roxborough  in  the  Pennsylvania 
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Militia  during  the  Revolutionary  War*  (The  histories  of  Roxborough 
by  H*  Gr.  Jones  and  J.S.  Miles,  both  have  accounts  of  military 
operations  as  they  touched  Roxborough  during  this  war. )  They 
could  all  have  been  sons  of  Michael,  but  may  not  have  been*  Peter 
had  sons  John  and  Peter,  Bartholomews  son  Peter  lived  in  Roxborough, 
and  there  was  another  George  Righter  beside  Michaels  son,  of 
appropriate  age*  It  seemed  impossible  to  identify  them  exactly* 

The  Family  of  George  Righter . 

1-4  George  Righter  was  assumed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Roxborough 
Township  family,  and  a  son  of  Peter  Righter,  for  the  reasons  that 
have  been  given,  when  the  children  of  Peter  Righter  were  first 
listed  in  this  article.  The  dates  of  his  birth  and  death  have  not 
been  determined.  He  combined  the  occupations  of  farmer  and  weaver. 

He  had  sufficient  education  to  write  for  he  signed  his  name  to 
to  all  documents,  and  always  spelled  it  "Righter" ,  as  did  the  other 
members  of  the  Roxborough  family.  November  10,  1746,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Oumree,or  perhaps  Gomry,  (GSP  Vol.  XIX,  p.  308,  "Register 
of  Baptisms  1701  to  1746  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  the  marriage  was  entered  out  of  place  among  the 
baptisms.)  Elizabeth  could  not  write  her  name* 

George  Righter  did  not  remain  in  Roxborough  Township  continu¬ 
ously  throughout  his  life.  His  career  was  difficult  to  trace,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  existence  of  other  George  Righters  contemporary  with 
him,  especially  the  George  Reiter  of  Germantown  Township,  who  also 
had  a  wife  Elizabeth,  and  was  a  considerable  investor  in  land.  May 
21,  1747  George  Righter  of  Roxborough  Township  purchased  from 
John  Conrad,  for  130  pounds  2  tracts  of  land  in  Springfield  Town¬ 
ship,  26  acres,  120  perches  in  all.  This  land  was  on  the  road 
from  Plymouth  to  Philadelphia,  and  no  great  distance  from  the  Rox¬ 
borough  Township  line.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  4,  p.  404.)  Three 
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years  later,  September  29,  1750,  George  Righter  of  Roxborough  Town¬ 
ship,  weaver,  purchased  for  365  pounds  from  Cornelius  Conrads  and 
Priscilla  his  wife  2  tracts  of  land,  one  of  55  acres,  110  perches 
in  Roxborough  Township,  and  one  of  89  acres  with  messuage,  in 
Germantown  Township.  These  were  adjoining  tracts  on  the  township 
line.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H4,  p.  497)  The  Roxborough  Township 
tract  was  part  of  the  northernmost  plot  in  the  township,  origin¬ 
ally  of  about  5000  acres,  which  after  1715  belonged  to  the  Norris 
family.  Joseph  S.  Miles  in  his  excellent  chapter  on  "First  Settlers" 
in  his  "Historical  Sketch  of  Roxborough  and  Manayunk"  (published 
1940)  omitted  any  reference  to  the  sale  of  the  part  of  this  tract 
on  the  Germantown  Township  line  to  Mathias  Conrads,  from  whose 
heirs  Cornelius  Conrads  had  purchased  it.  The  deed  was  no^recorded 
at  least  not  at  that  time.  The  lot  George  Righter  purchased  adjoin¬ 
ed  the  land  his  brother  Bartholomew  had  bought  in  1737.  Barthol¬ 
omew's  deed  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  G  1,  p.  205.)  described  his  land 
as  extending  S.E.  by  S.  180  perches  on  the  line  of  the  land  of 
Mathias  Conrads.  While  the  Roxborough  tract  extended  180  perches 
on  the  township  line,  the  Germantown  township  tract  extended  290 
perches  on  the  same  line.  Both  tracts  were  longer  than  wide.  George 
Righter  held  this  land  only  a  short  time,  and  may  never  have  lived 
on  it.  May  24,  1754  George,  of  Springfield  Township, and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  sold  most  of  it  for  330  pounds  to  John  Gunsry.  This  sale 
included  the  whole  of  the  tract  in  Germantown  Township,  and  18 

acres,  110  perches  of  the  tract  in  Roxborough  Township.  He  retained 

the  northern  37  acres  of  the  Roxborough  lot.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed 
Bk.  IH  10,  p.  434,  this  deed  was  not  recorded  until  1824.)  Mrs. 

Hannah  B.  Roach  in  her  recent  article  on  "The  Back  Part  of  German¬ 

town"  (Pennsylvania  Genealogical  Magazine,  Vol.  XX,  1956,  p.  109) 
expressed  the  opinion  that  John  Gumry  was  George's  brother-in-law. 
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The  deed  described  the  land  as  in  John  Gumry 1 s  "actual  possess¬ 
ion  now  being",  and  included  in  the  sale  a  messuage  on  the  German¬ 
town  Township  tract. 

January  27,  1758,-  George  mortgaged  his  2  tracts  in  Springfield 
Township  and  the  one  in  Roxborough  Township  to  John  Johnson,  and 
June  6,  1763,  John  Johnson  acknowledged  payment  of  this  debt. 
(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  8,  p.  293.)  March  8,  1763,  George,  still 
of  Springfield  Township,  bought  from  Bartle  Righter  for  269 
pounds,  6  shillings  a  tenement  and  2  distinct  lots  in  Roxborough 
Township,  34  and  three  quarters  acres,  29  perches  together.  (Phila 
Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  19,  p.  451.)  One  of  these  lots  was  on  the  Ridge 
Road  and  the  road  to  Christopher  Robin’s  Mill,  now  Port  Royal 
Avenue.  About  this  time  he  probably  sold  his  land  in  Springfield 
and  the  Roxborough  tract  on  the  Germantown  Township  Line,  but  the 
deeds  have  not  been  located.  November  30,  1764,  he  sold  to  Leonard 
Streepers  the  10-J-  acres  of  woodland,  the  tract  on  the  road  to 
Christopher  Robin’s  Mill,  which  he  had  purchased  from  Bartle 
Righter,  a  little  over  a  year  before.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  20, 
p.  472.)  This  deed  described  him  as  "late  of  Springfield,  now  of 
Roxborrow  Township".  On  May  20,  1766,  he  bought  from  Jacob  Righter 
brother  of  Bartle,  20^  acres  in  Roxborough  Township.  (Recited  in 
deed  of  sale  of  this  land  to  Harry  Knauss,  Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D 
21,  p.  81.)  George  now  owned  approximately  45  acres  of  land  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road  to  Plymouth,  in  the  upper  section  of  the 
township,  part  of  the  250  acres  his  brother  Bartholomew  had  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Norris  estate  in  1737.  Tax  records  showed  that  he 
lived  on  this  45  acres  to  about  1784.  On  the  local  assessor’s 
list  for  1781  he  was  described  as  a  "non- juror" ,  indicating  that 
he  was  probably  a  Mennonite  or  belonged  to  some  other  sect  opposed 
to  taking  of  oaths.  He  owned  a  couple  of  horses  and  cattle.  (Pa. 
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Archives,  Third  Series,  Vol.  14,  pp.  15,  424,  695;  Vol.  15,  p. 

156;  Vol*  16,  pp.  31,  177,  652.  Also  Assessors’  Lists  for  Roxoor- 
ough  Township  in  the  Municipal  Archives.) 

In  1784  George  Righter,  Senior,  of  Norriton  Township,  then 
Philadelphia  County,  but  soon  Montgomery  County,  and  Elizabeth, 
his  wife,  sold  their  land  in  Roxborough  Township,  (phila.  Co. 
Deed  Bk.  D13,  p.  37,  George  Righter  et  ux.  to  Adam  Schneider, 
and  Bk.  D  21,  p.81,  George  Righter  et  ux.  to  Harry  Knauss.) 
Probably  George  was  now  getting  old,  and  retiring  to  live  with 
his  son.  Although  he  was  described  in  these  deeds  as  of  Norriton 
Township,  he  actually  never  became  a  landowner  there.  It  was  his 
son,  George  Junior,  who  purchased  land  in  Norriton.  When  George 
Junior  returned  to  Roxborough  in  1788,  his  father  and  mother  were 
probably  still  with  him,  for  in  1790  the  census  record  included 
George  ’’Riter”  with  one  free,  white  female,  as  well  as  George 
’’Riter”,  Jr.  in  Roxborough  Township.  (’’Heads  of  Families,  First 
Census  of  the  United  States,  1790,  Pennsylvania”,  p.  207.)  No 
record  has  been  found  of  when  they  died,  or  of  where  they  were 
buried.  There  was  no  will  or  record  of  administration  on  the 
estate  in  either  Philadelphia  or  Montgomery  County.  George 
and  Elizabeth  (Cumree)  Righter  probably  had  only  one  child,  a 
son,  George  Righter,  Junior. 

1-4-1  George  Righter,  Junior,  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Cumree) 
Righter,  married  Christina  or  Christiana  Roop,  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Nice  or  Neis)  Roop  or  Rupp.  (S.K. Brecht,  ’’Genea¬ 
logical  Records  of  Schwenkf elder  Families”,  New  York,  1923, p.  149; 
also  Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  RLL  52,  p.  271,  George  Righter  et  al.  to 
Cornelius  Roop.)  He  had  sufficient  education  to  be  able  to  write 
his  name,  but  Christina  could  not.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
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When  his  father  sold  his  land  in  Roxborough  Township  in  1784,  George 
purchased  for  900  pounds  from  Jacob  Auld,  111  acres  of  land,  a 
plantation,  which  had  once  belonged  to  Nicholas  Rittenhouse,  in 
Norriton  Township,  Montgomery  County.  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  3,  p. 
508.)  The  next  day,  June  10,  1784,  he  sold  back  to  Jacob  Auld 
for  5  shillings  a  messuage  and  small  lot  on  the  Reading  Road, 
which  Jacob  Auld  had  reserved  for  himself  at  the  time  of  the 
first  sale.  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  3,  p.  510.)  The  family  did  not 
remain  in  Norriton  Township  long.  Between  May  22,  1786  and  April 
1,  1788  George  and  Christina  sold  their  land  there.  He  received 
about  76  pounds  more  than  he  had  paid  for  it.  (Mont.  Co.  Deed  Bk. 
10,  p.  534;  George  Righter  et  ux.  to  Leonard  Vanfusen,  May  22, 

1786;  Bk.  4,  p.  382,  George  Righter  et  ux.  to  Jacob  Vanfusen, 
same  date;  Bk.  4,  p.  308,  George  Righter  et  ux.  to  Garret  Stover, 
April  1,  1788.)  Now  George  and  Christina  returned  to  Roxborough, 
where  they  purchased  from  John  Barndoller  for  600  pounds  a  two 
story  stone  messuage  and  2  adjoining  lots  of  64  acres,  140  perches, 
on  the  westerly  side  of  the  road  to  Plymouth  or  Ridge  Road. 

(Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  21,  p.  261.)  This  land  was  in  upper  Rox¬ 
borough  not  very  far  from  the  tract  his  father  owned  before  1784. 
Here  they  lived  until  his  death.  They  sold  2-J:  acres  in  1797  (phila. 
Co.  Deed  Bk.  EF  9,  p.  153,  George  Righter  et  ux.  to  James  Linsom.) 
and  2  small  tracts  in  1805,  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  EF  20,  p.  195, 
George  Righter  et  ux.  to  Philip  Lare,  and  EF  23,  p.  93,  George 
Righter  et  ux.  to  John  Shuster)  and  probably  another  in  1806,  for 
their  acreage  on  the  tax  assessors*  lists  for  Roxborough  Township 
went  from  51  acres  in  1805  to  45  in  1806.  These  lists  showed 
that  he  was  a  shopkeeper  in  1799  to  1802,  and  the  property  assessed 
in  1805  included  besides  his  land,  a  stone  dwelling,  a  stone  barn, 
a  log  hatter* s  shop,  2  horses,  2  cows.  April  11,  1804,  George, 
with  Christiana,  along  with  the  other  children  of  John  Roop,  dec*d. 
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joined  in  the  sale  of  a  srone  house  and  lot  in  Germantown  Township, 
devised  by  will  oi  John  Roop,  after  the  death  ox  his  wile,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  to  his  children.  ‘ (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  RLL  53,  p.  371, 

George  Righrer  et  al.  to  Cornelius  Roop.) 

George  made  his  will  March  39,  1810.  By  it,  the  yearly  inter¬ 
est  on  all  his  property  was  assigned  to  his  wife  for  life  or  un¬ 
til  she  remarried.  In  the  latter  case  she  was  to  receive  yearly 
the  interest  arising  from  only  one  third  of  his  estate.  He  gave 
her  all  his  goods  ana  furniture  except  his  eight  day  clock,  which 
he  reserved  for  one  of  his  sons,  the  other  son  to  have  its  value 
of  $60,  the  choice  to  be  agreed  upon  by  them.  On  the  death  or 
remarriage  of  his  wile,  the  esxate  was  to  be  divided  between  the 
two  sons.  He  named  his  wife  Christina  and  sons  George  and  John 
and  executors.  The  will  was  proved  August  13,  1810.  (Phila.  Co. 
Will  Bk.  3,  p.  336,  No.  88,  1810.)  In  1811  and  1813  Christina 
and  her  sons  sold  the  house  and  4  lots  of  land  in  Roxborough. 

Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  GWR  13,  p.  433,  Christiana  Righter  et  al.  to 
William  Smith;  Bk.  IC  20,  p.  494,  same  to  Stephen  Davis;  Bk.  AWM 
61,  p.  396,  same  to  Christopher  Werth;  Bk.  AWM  61,  p.  373,  same 
to  Michael  Levering.  These  deeds  showed  that  the  land  had  been 
divided  into  small  lots  for  sale.)  They  probably  sold  all  the 
property  about  this  time.  In  1811  the  tax  assessor  for  Roxborough 
listed  "Widow  Righter,  est."  45  acres,  1  stone  dwelling,  1  stone 
barn,  1  log  shop,  4^-  acres,  1  stone  dwelling,  1  stone  shop.  In 
1814  the  entry  for  "Widow  Righter,  est."  was  1  dog,  1  horse,  3 
cows.  Where  she  kept  them,  the  assessor  does  not  tell  us.  (Tax 

i 

Assessors'  Lists  for  Roxborough  Township  in  the  Municipal  Archives.) 
No  record  of  the  dare  ox  death  of  Christina  or  of  the  place  of 
burial  of  George  and  Christina  was  iound. 

The  children  of  George  and  Christina  (Roop)  Righter  were: 
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1-4-1-1  George  Righter 

1-4- 1-2  John  Righter 

These  sons  were  probably  born  before  1790,  for  the  census  of  that 
year  named  George  "Riter",  Jr.  as  head  of  family  in  Roxborough 
Township,  with  2  free,  white  males  under  16  and  1  free,  white 
female  (presumably  Christina)  in  his  household.  ("Heads  of  Families 
First  Census  of  the  United  States,  1790,  Pennsylvania",  p.  207.) 

The  son  George  may  be  the  George  Righter,  cordwainer,  who  made 
his  appearance  on  the  tax  assessors  list  in  1801,  with  a  personal 
tax  of  $1.  He  owned  a  horse  in  1803,  and  was  assessed  $1.25.  (Tax 
Assessors'  Lists  for  Roxborough  Township  in  tne  Municipal  Archives.) 

The  Reiter  Family  of  Germantown  Township. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  this  study  was  to  discover  what,  if 
any,  connection  there  was  between  the  Righter  family  of  Roxborough 
Township  and  the  Reiter  family  of  Germantown  Township.  Ho  facts 
to  prove  such  a  connection  were  found.  The  Germantown  family 
retained  the  German  spelling  of  the  name  through  the  first  gener¬ 
ation,  and,  when,  in  the  second  generation,  it  was  Anglicized,  they 
merely  dropped  the" e" and  became  Riters.  The  Germantown  family  was 
connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  St.  Michael's  in  Mount  Airy, 
but  the  connections  of  the  Roxborough  family  were  probably  with 
one  of  the  sects,  and  for  some  of  them,  late  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  with  the  Baptists.  The  names  John,  George  and  Michael 
occur  in  both  families. 

The  first  of  the  Germantown  family  was  George  Reiter,  a  farmer 
who  lived  on  a  farm  of  about  35  acres  in  Cresheim,  Germantown  Town¬ 
ship.  He  was  born  January  22,  1727,  and  died  October  22,  1794. 

His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  February  25,  1733,  and  died  December 
26,  1792.  ("Gravestone  Inscriptions  of  St.  Michael's  Lutheran 

Churchyard,  Germantown",  GSP  coll.,  p.  18.)  Ho  record  ol  his  pur 
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of  his  farm  in  Cresheim  was  found.  In  its  collection  of  pictorial 
material,  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  has  a  photograph  , 
taken  1897,  of  the  ’’Riter  Homestead,  Germantown  Avenue,  1747'*,  but 
without  any  further  information.  (Portf olio-3-B)  He  was  des¬ 
cribed  as  George  Reiter  of  "Creesham"  in  a  deed  of  September  15, 
1764.  In  1783  he  was  taxed  on  36  acres,  5  horses,  2  cattle. 

Earlier  tax  records  showed  that  he  owned  larger  tracts:  1769,  150 
acres,  1774,  300  acres,  but,  while  listed  with  Germantown  Town¬ 
ship,  where  George  lived,  these  may  include  land  he  owned  else¬ 
where.  (Pa.  Archives,  Third  Series,  Vol.  14,  pp.  94,  342,  Vol. 

16,  p.  564.)George  invested  extensively  in  land,  and  purchased 
at  various  times,  land  in  Cheltenham,  Springfield,  Whitpain,  and 
Whitemarsh,  and  on  Main  Street  in  Germantown.  (For  Cheltenham, 
see  Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  H  15,  p.  275,  Edward  Shippen,  Jr.  et  ux. 
to  George  Reiter,  January  23,  1762.  He  sold  part  of  this  August 
27,  1770,  Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  4,  p.  50,  George  Reiter  et  ux.  to 
Rynear  Lukens.  For  Springfield,  see  Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk. D  1,  p.  46, 
Frederick  Altemus  et  ux.  to  George  Reiter,  September  15,  1764. 

He  sold  the  Springfield  land  to  Andrew  Hayberger,  December  7,  1767, 
Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  1,  p.  53.  For  Whitpain  and  Whitemarsh  see 
Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  I  16,  p.  4  and  6,  Jonathan  Davids  et  ux.  to 
George  Reiter.  He  still  owned  this  tract  when  he  died.  For  the 
Main  Street,  Germantown  purchase,  see  Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  EF  9, 
p.  634,  Christopher  Meng  et  ux.  to  George  Reiter.)  In  his  will 
he  mentioned  100  acres  in  Marlborough  Township,  for  which  no  deed 
was  found.  He  made  his  will  August  29,  1794,  and  it  was  proved 
November  22,  1794.  He  devised  his  plantation  in  Germantown, on 
which  he  had  lived, to  his  son  George,  his  plantation  of  100  acres 
in  Marlborough  Township  to  his  son  Michael,  70  pounds  to  his  grand¬ 
daughter  Elizabeth  Dannanhour,  and  30  pounds  to  his  grandson  Charles 
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Dannanhour,  50  pounds  to  the  Lutheran  Church  at  "Beggar town" , 
and  the  residue  of  his  estate  to  be  divided  among  his  8  children 
as  they  may  agree  among  themselves.  The  share  of  his  daughter 
Eve  was  to  be  held  in  trust,  interest  to  be  paid  to  her  during 
her  life,  and  the  principal  to  be  divided  among  her  children  on 
her  death.  He  named  his  son  George  and  sons-in-law  George  Rex 
and  Levi  Rex  executors.  (Phila.  Co.  Will  Bk.  X,  p.  150,  No.  103, 
1794.) 

The  children  of  George  and  Elizabeth  ( - )  Reiter  were: 

I.  Eva  Catharina  Reiter.  She  was  born  February  27,  1766, 
and  married  Christopher  Hergesheimer, blacksmith, of  Ger¬ 
mantown. 

II.  Johann  Georg  Reiter.  He  was  born  July,  1768,  and  died 
August  4,  1833.  He  married  Mary  Rita  Treichel,  daughter 
of  Elias  Lewis  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Treichel  of  Northern 
Liberties,  Phila.  Co.  (Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  D  74,  p.  32.) 
Mary  was  born  April  26,  1769,  and  died  June  2,  1820. 

They  were  buried  at  St.  Michael* s  Lutheran  Churchyard, 
Germantown.  Six  children  of  theirs  were  baptized  at  St. 
Michael*  s. 

III.  Johannes  Reiter.  He  was  born  July  13,  1770,  and  probably 
died  young. 

IV.  Michael  Reiter.  He  was  born  June  7,  1772,  and  died  June 
25,  1845.  He  married  Catharine  E.  Wunder,  who  died  March 
11,  1844  in  her  70th  year.  They  were  buried  in  the  Rox- 
borough  Burial  Ground.  He  was  a  butcher  at  the  time  of 
his  father *s  death. 

V.  Sara  Reiter.  She  was  born  October  27,  1774,  and  died 
August,  1775. 

VI.  Margareta  Reiter.  She  married  William  Zoll,  innkeeper. 
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Reading,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 

VII.  Elisabetha  Reiter.  She  married  Georg  Bauer  (Ceorge  Bower) 
of  Reading,  January  12,  1783.  Widow  in  1794. 

VIII.  Susanna  Reiter.  She  married  George  Rex,  blacksmith,  of 
Manor  of  Moreland,  Mont.  Co.,  Pa. 

IX  Catharina  Reiter.  She  married  Levi  Rex,  wheelwright,  of 
Manor  of  Moreland,  Mont.  Co.,  Pa. 

X.  Hanna  Reiter.  She  married  John  Ashmead,  coachmaker  of 
Germantown. 

XI.  Daughter  who  married  -  Dannanhour,  and  had  2  children 

Elizabeth  and  Charles,  mentioned  in  their  grandfather’s 
will. 

(Aside  from  the  records  of  St.  Michael’s  Lutheran  Church, 
the  information  on  this  family  came  from  the  several  deeds, 
resulting  from  their  partition  of  their  father’s  estate. 
Mont. Co.,  Deed  Bk.  8,  p.  475,  Bk.  10,  p.  148,  and  p.  62, 
Bk.  20,  p.  67,  Bk.  22,  p.  62;  Phila.  Co.  Deed  Bk.  EF  9, 
p.  636. ) 

Except  for  those  whose  dates  of  birth  were  known  from  baptismal 
records,  these  children  are  not  in  order  of  birth.  George  in  his 
will  listed  the  8  who  survived  him  in  the  following  order:  George, 
Michael,  Margaret,  Eve,  Elizabeth,  Susanna,  Catharine  and  Hannah. 
There  is  an  account  of  this  family  with  some  descendants  in 
"Colonial  and  Revolutionary  Families  of  Pennsylvania",  John  W. 
Jordan,  Ed.  (Lewis  Publishing  Co.,  New  York,  1911)  Vol.  Ill,  pp. 
1616-1621,  and  Vol.  V  (Wilfred  Jordan,  Ed.),  pp.  250-257.  George 
W.  Riter,  son  of  Michael  and  Catharine  (Wunder  )  Riter,  became  a 
physician  in  Roxborough.  He  is  buried  with  his  parents  in  the 
Roxborough  Burial  Ground,  not  far  from  Michael  and  Catharine 
Righter  and  their  family  of  Roxborough. 
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